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to Japan, Okinawa, 
Hong Kong, Bangkok 
and all the Orient...! re ony 


good schedule is one that’s kept! That’s why more and more air 

shippers specify Japan Air Lines “Courier Cargo” to the Orient. They 

know they can count on JAL for fast, dependable on-time arrivals. 
“Couriévy Cargo” means controlled cargo too! At all times, vou know 

where your cargo is and irhen it gets there. Here’s why. 

e space reserved in advance — e no “off loading” for mail or military cargo 

e full in-transit information — e 30 hours advance notice of arrival 


Next time be sure. Ship via JAL’s DC-6B “Courier Cargo.” 


ask your cargo agent 


courier cargo 


JAPAN AIR LINES CARGO OFFICES IN: New York: JU 6-7400 + Chicago: AN 2-1384 Washington, D.C.: ME 8-2315 
San Francisco: YU 2-64677 - Seattle: SE 8175 - 


* Los Angeles: TU 7113 
Honolulu: 5-0955. Also in Tokyo, Osaka, Fukuoka, Nagoya, Sapporo, Naha, Hong Kong, Bangkok. 


-. Z es ge At fos Sem ea - ie ‘ fae 2% ae y eee oe Pia ee ae . oa oe fee oe ge oe : oe cme aE sited 
ve — a er ‘i i ae % ee ny = ew ee : gat i oss et eee Oy . 7 = en enim 
= or ee . . a 
\ r 
: : ’ ar 
; it - ee * 
f ; y ~ SO Sat ‘= . 
\ r ~ a ‘ \d ® 
Be ~~ ule y 
3 a é 
+ ih a Fad ‘3 
i eo —_ — te 
4 ve el any ia ~s “4 *4 ao 
< fe = a )) « 
; ? + OO) —_ 
_ — 
f Q er 
a: ; : fi. ; 4 ; ‘ } 
| . | a ae | 
a 3 et! 
oi ; Ve e Hy 
1 7 ee ¢ i > 
oe m2, 7 \— = _ Se . & 
: r \ —_ i 
= ; \ 
“eS 4 bc | | } 
ne . * 
, ee i : 4, . aM 
f at b 
‘= ' “ “ ~~ i 
a? # ~~ a 
ef ‘ . . 
4 “ ’ ” 
, wt : 4 ay 
a ake 
m .s a. _ it. 2 a Salak ae - Py 
; : — @ ; ‘ 4 —. oF Ying Aa : 
. . *. te a a 4 
: ¥ . ee ne in 4 i ‘ $ * a ae. ee Ke ee ane 
ahi . i. ~ Pathe Pe - oe oe ist “ 
at A 7 : Far het. Aj ee Par: he : . ede 4 3 £ a 4 
Lt ' ve ne “hgh Be a a ee oe —s a ¥ 5 we 7. ‘ ; 
{AN \ awa ; ra oS te eam 
haere Saga ne eine lege ae pe a ies %. 
os = iain 
‘ q = t ae ae a ot ger 4 
te a 4 c~ . rome ¢ mi i ay si b. x! ei 
; a . . ‘3 i. tet 
i. a - 4) » oe a eS Se : ee, 
he ea ee Be Sha ee tae a s 
a . am os i ee * ed Bah 
a an fe i : oI oe eer ae 
7 ae ‘ fe i met 0S Bn Si a & Cer Sto’ Mam na 
¥ ar ae ‘ *. Ucar Se a a 
i See ig =.) on i cial’ te Se 
s a aa coe 
ie 4 eee oS i ea Pg eo. 
aS a - ‘ 
at 4 - 
LS | + 
.* = 
‘ i . 
; 
en % ‘ 
‘ 
™ * ; ee . 
ae 
a’ } 
a “& 5 Pa ‘ 
, ) ‘ i¢ * 
, ; ae, 7 Hh d CY in 
ys ¥ < ) v » ) 4 y 
iter : j 4 ° 
oe et) a wr ( Ne 
o @ Nl _) 
et 
i f 
> or 
Pye d 
oui gil 
a 
x, : 
cs a 
a 
5 [ee a + ee See foes, ee reeks 0 ao ee ? x yee 2 Se cuir = ss si = ce aes a , etait eh sini 
é 2 Cee oS a ele ; eee po on ee er es ey 


SERVING 

the EASTERN 
SEABOARD 
the MIDWEST 


Executive Offices, International Airport, Miami, Florida, Phone TU 7-265) the SOUTH 
New York, 511 Fifth Avenue, Phone OXford 7-5360 PUERTO aa 
U.S. Scheduled Air Cargo Route 109 and 120 po 

WORLD-WIDE INTERLINE CONNECTIONS 


Fepruary 1957—Pace 3 


oi ees ea a ee dee om ae : By = Rae oe eS etne ean ay 
lg a, DP ee weno 
. . oar: 
ema bee 
a 
Re Se 
ae 
an 
re Pe eg 
ee ee ee Se ef Lom sf bee —_ a 
es i’ . A eee a ae) i. Saaee i ee ee 
“Ss . PER sin 1 Cees Fi + ‘ $ . Det tg 
as eh @ e ° a . a. 
2 Re aes.” TP : eee Ce 
. . 74. yr siauie 
ae eee be re a oe 
aq eo ; ’ : Papi ies.. Yaeg ee 
A e <2 5 , a si ‘ M a - Ret aa 
: ee ge 
| \ ee 
| pete Sea 
ty ee 
i Pee 
ex i 
J io aa - 
ay Bi 
yy 4 
i | stee 
| . WwW SP EED Co nts ! a 
Be an ‘ (kee art 
aa 
Bera Hh: 
at ein 
+ £ > 
ita i os 
ae 
ke. me > e 4 i oe 
a an . VS Bee ee 
De he 
: : ot ea 
\ ie : . a ee nf 
RS > o Oy . 7 agar. 
be & , ‘ | ee 
= aes * 
. . z ee ; Coane 
~ ey ati “a ¢ % aks do 
~ ee > Saree 
he “4 As ‘Sige a a « A i ° am 
te, eee a — a See 
, i r E . ‘ Big Ak 
‘ oe y ™~ ; ie, 
~ ae aes, os, 
—_— oo rie . Fs “ a 
gp Ree > 4 o ¢ ae 
Aa a Bie aoe 
4 a“ Cs: ; ee eee. ea 
uf | — eos 
— a ie ha ee re 
ai oi a a Pees aa 
: re : oy gi ee ta 
= f , ~ tags OO 5 al * ao ea ; See ag i 
~ n fs es Ce || | emer ait eis 
j es Ne me op . | S : ~~. 
ae ii 1! 4° a 
P ni pga \ \\ » a ae 
iggpl aa aie E> ease 
x a ede: 
; ee? 
| HW /i\ ; : ee: ee Beg 
) | a a ae 
\| }\| | | eo Be, ay eo 
} a Be 
I} | . ee 
, | e “ae oe 
‘ Ba Ee Ca,’ 
~ a : a ee 
Rae SS fee :, eras 
> Ho: 
5 3 Mg a i stnes 
, € | <« AS a 
; = Re 
= aie aa ae ae 
a . es 
it a ae 
. i Jae 
= ; “3 x ae 
. She pee Me Le 
_— a ; Bae fae 
~—< ~ _ 4 = ae ss 
ae 8. a —s 
| \ % es eee at 
. } } =e eee) 
\ : ere Sie 
WI (Ie) “. ‘eae 
} wa d wee. ae 
rf inl * i Be Seen 
| Wl NU RIDDLE! ‘ 
——————$——— ————_———__ i P eal si 
— —a°.* Se ue 4x ies 
-— ~- oo — ———— eee ee we eae ae a 
0 ———— =>, bea “wea ‘ bas 9 
°. "=o" <3 —— i , ¥ ee 
aS . es a 
Bes ry. aoe. 
eS - os ai = ° e 
. . ; at, Ss ae 
Pik : : ae" a a 
gad : ; rs a et ag 
Fe - Oy Aly. SP aa. 
’ ae gem aes wo a 
Re 
a ee 
a eas? 
SS 
ie 
ie 
-P as 
* Se ——< eh Se ie ee i. a a Sa a + 
ee: oe) | a i A a. aa ee wi i 
~ * a Li | Ans “s a0 S tae —. PY wee SENT iets: YY “~< "Sa ~~ ee 


Every Shipping Department Needs The 
AIR SHIPPERS MANUAL 


x * Ww} * 
Newest Edition (10th) Just Out! 


S THE AIR SHIPPERS MANUAL 
OO Gives You 
Airline Cargo Directory 


PER 
COPY 


CAB-Registered Air Freight Forwarders 
IATA Air Cargo Agents 
Air-Surface Shipping Cost Comparisons 


Air Mail & Air Parcel Post Rates 


‘ 

. CLIP THIS COUPON AND MAIL IT TODAY Packing for Air Shipment 
& import Publications, Inc. 

© 10 Bridge Street 

© New York 4, N. Y. 


8 Gentlemen: 


Weights and Measures 


FIRM ° 
. ADDRESS 
§ city 
« 


© Domestic & International Air Cargo Statistics, 


. (0 Money enclosed. © Bill me. 
. 


eee eee eee ee eeeaeeeeacaeaeet 


and many more items of value to the shipper 
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—— FV —S 
TRANSPORTATION 


The World's First and Only Air Cargo 
Magazine . . . Established 
October, 1942 


‘vy hk of a. 3 Publi at Audit 
of Circulation, Inc. 


AIR TRANSPORTATION, published 
once each month, thoroughly covers 
the entire air cargo industry for the 
benefit of all those engaged in ship- 
ping and handling domestic and inter- 
national air freight, air express, and 
air parcel post, as well as using the 
domestic and international air mail 
services. Included in AIR TRANSPOR- 
TATION’S wide coverage are: air ship- 
ping, cargoplane development, rates, 
packaging, materials handling, docu- 
mentation, air cargo terminal devel- 
opment, insurance, routing, interline 
procedures, new equipment, commer- 
eial airlines, military air transport 
service, air freight forwarders, and 
business flights. 


Subscription rate for United States 
and Territories, $5.00 for one year, 
$8.00 for two years, and $11.00 for 
three years; foreign countries, $6.00 
for one year, $10.00 for two years, 
and $14.00 for three years. Individual 
copies (except November), 50 cents 
each; November issue, $1.00 per copy. 


John F. Budd 
Editor and Publisher 


Richard Malkin Frank R. Brine 


Executive Editor Ass't to the Publisher 


William E. Budd 
Assistant to the Publisher 


K. H. Lyons, Business Manager 
Frank W. Budd, Circulation Manager 
Viola Castang, Speciai Service Department 


Keith H. Evans & Associates 
West Coast Advertising Representative 
3723 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 
Phone: DUnkirk 8-298! 


J. B. Tratsart, Ltd. 

United Kingdom Sales Representative 
799, Harrow Road 

Sudbury, Wembly 

Middlesex, England 


AIR TRANSPORTATION is published by Import 
Publications, Inc., Ten Bridge Street, New York 
4, N. Y.; also publishers of Custom House Guide, 
American Import & Export Bulletin, and Air 
Shippers’ Manual. Reprinting of any article or 
portion of an article appearing in this maga- 
tine without written permission, is strictly for- 
bidden. AIR TRANSPORTATION is available on 
— For information contact publications 
office. 


10 BRIDGE ST.. NEW YORK 4, N. Y. 
Phone: WHitehal! 4-2898 


Copyright, 1957, Import Publications, Inc. 


Acceptance under Section 34.64 P.L. and R. 
authorized. 
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Net circulation of this issue (not including distribution to advertising 
agencies, advertising prospects, public relations firms, newspapers, and 
magazines; special distributions for promotional purposes; and cash sales) 
totals 9,688 copies. Gross circulation is more than 10,250 copies. This 


issue will be received by a minimum of 


8,573 shipping and business execu- 
tives including: 


5,356 traffic managers 
1,001 presidents; partners; proprie- 
tors 


127 vice presidents 


100 secretaries; treasurers, comp- 
trollers 


540 freight forwarders 

328 export-import managers; ex- 
port-import merchants 

278 purchasing agents 


672 aviation department heads of 
industrial firms 


171 general and sales managers 
347 airline executives and other per- 
sonnel 


137 military establishments and per- 
sonnel 


trade organizations 
Federal, state and city govern- 
ment departments 


dents 
business and public libraries 
foreign governments 


aircraft and aircraft equipment 
manufacturers 


43 miscellaneous 


and stu- 


The most recent study of Air Transportation's circulation has shown a 
pass-along of each issue to 3.45 persons, or a total readership of 4.45 
persons per copy. On this basis, this issue of Air Transportation will be 
read by a minimum of 43,112 persons. The latter figure does not include 
readers not classified under “net circulation." 
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DOMESTIC 
AIR CARGO 


VOL. 30 


Freight Forwarders And 
Transatlantic Airlines 
Seek Improved Relations 


NEW YORK—The airline-forwarder dis- 
pute kicked up by the [ATA transatlantic 
carriers recent dropping of the mixed- 
consignment rule (see January AT) has, 
at least on this side of the Atlantic, resulted 
in the following: 

> Executives and representatives of all 
the North Atlantic [ATA airlines met in 
friendly session with the international air 
freight forwarders’ so-called Presidents 
Committee. Views were exchanged and, 
according to reliable reports, the moderate 
tone employed by both sides of the indus- 
try pointed toward a_ reasonably early 
rapprochement. 

> The setback encountered by the for- 
warders has solidified their conviction that 
unified action would be to their best inter- 
est. As a consequence, 11 firms have applied 
for and received membership in the Air 
Freight Forwarders Association, with the 
distinct possibility of the number of new 
member firms rising even higher. 

What began as a series of charges and 
countercharges growing out of the elimina- 
tion on January | of the mixed-consignment 
rule—the forwarders had accused the trans- 
atlantic airlines of “prejudicial” action; the 


As this issue went to press, it was 
learned from Alvin E. Levenson, 
United States cargo manager for 
KLM, that the Dutch carrier has 
taken steps to break the airline- 
forwarder impasse on the subject 
of the mixed-consignment rule. Act- 
ing through IATA, KLM is pushing 
for a mail vote of transatlantic air 
carriers on its proposal for a new 
version of the rule which went into 
discard January |. Detailed informa- 
ton will appear in the next issue of 
Air Transportation. 


airlines accused the forwarders of having 
“abused” and “misused” the rule—eventu- 
allly developed into parley between the 
direct and indirect air carriers. 

With all the harsh words spent weeks 
before, the session was described by both 
sides as “reasonable” and “helpfully ex- 
ploratory.” The forwarders, of course, are 
seeking the reinstatement of the mixed-con- 
signment rule or one similar to it, and are 
trying to find a basis on which this can be 
accomplished. They have offered to police 
their own industry and cooperate with 
IATA and the CAB in this respect. Fur- 
thermore, they are requesting sufficient 
advance notice of all major tariff changes. 

On the other hand, the airlines are care- 
ful to point out that they are not anti- 
forwarder, but that they do not want their 
hard-earned freight revenue diluted. The 

(Continued on Page &) 
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New Air Freight Records 
Were Established in 1956 


Preliminary figures issued by the International Civil Aviation Organization in- 
dicate that last year the scheduled airlines of the world, international and domestic, 
exceeded the billion cargo ton-mile total for the first time in history. Beating the 
910 million cargo ton-mile record set in 1955 by 139, the world’s air carriers 
established a new mark tentatively set at 1,030.000,000 ton-miles. These statistics 
do not include the Soviet Union and China. 


The airlines of the world have shown a 
steady increase in the carriage of cargo 
since the time when the compilation of 
statistics was begun in 1945. The rate of 
cargo increase had exceeded the rate of 
passenger increase from 1945-46 through 
1949-50. Thereafter the rate of passenger 
increase held first place until 1954-55 when 
the cargo rate of increase was 18% and the 
passenger 17%. Last year, however, passen- 
ger rate of improvement topped cargo by 
3%. 

Indicative of the amazing growth of air 
shipping is the fact that in 1956 approxi- 
mately twice as many cargo ton-miles were 
flown as were registered in 1950. The growth 
since 1945 approaches 1.500%. 

In a year-end statement, Sir William P. 
Hildred, director general of the Interna- 
tional Air Transport Association, organiza- 
tion of the world’s scheduled international 
airlines, said: 

“As each year’s traffic total grows larger, 
annual increases on the order of 10 to 15% 
become the more remarkable and perhaps 
the more difficult to achieve. Nevertheless, 
the auguries for continued expansion are 
good. Looking ahead a few years, the radi- 
cal increase in the speed and capacity of 
air transport resulting from the introduction 
of jets and turboprops and the continued 
determination of the airlines to price their 
products down to the largest possible public 
should make today’s figures look pretty 
picayune. It would be unrealistic, however, 
to make these predictions without adding a 
few words of caution. The economic bal- 
ance of the air transport industry is still 
precarious. The many, many millions in- 
vested in a new generation of aircraft will 
not pay off in dividends or in terms of 
cheaper transport for a much greater public 
unless there is an adequate improvement 
and expansion of airports and navigation 
aids. The airlines also view with some 
anxiety recent efforts by governments to 
increase the taxes and charges imposed 
upon them, and they are concerned that the 
forthcoming Universal Postal Union Con- 
gress may decree a cut in the rates paid 
airlines for carrying the mail. It is also 
disturbing to notice that the upward trend 
in prices which airlines have been able to 
withstand over the past decade has become 

(Concluded on Page 8) 
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BEA Takes Over No. | 
Spot in Europe Cargo 


Lonpon—King of the intra-Europe air 
freight carriers is British European Airways 
which last year, for the first time, earned 
more money from the carriage of freight 
than it did from hauling mail. BEA ex- 
ecutives anticipated freight earnings of 
better than $4.2 million for the year just 
ended, representing an increase of more 
than $1.4 million over 1955. 

The airline’s freight increases have been 
startling. In 1955 it showed a jump of 
24.9% over the previous year, and last 
year an additional increase of 25.8% was 
established over 1955. 

BEA currently is operating more than 80 
all-cargo services per week, reported to be 
three times as many as are operated by its 
closest European competitor. It is reported 
that an average of 120,000 pounds of 
freight was airlifted every single day during 
1956.Three-fifths of all the British airline’s 
freight is transported in combination air- 
craft. 


Budd in Import Post 


New YorKk—John F. Budd, editor and 
publisher of Import Publications, Inc., has 
been appointed chairman of the executive 
committee of the National Committee for 
Import Development. He formerly held the 
post of regional vice chairman for the North 
Atlantic area. Budd’s publications include 
Air Transportation, Air Shippers’ Manual, 
Custom House Guide, and American Import 
& Export Bulletin. 


Operation Compassion: 


274,980 Lbs. of Mercy 


MontreaL — The International Air 
Transport Association reported that in a 
60-day period ending the early part of last 
month the transatlantic scheduled airlines 
airlifted a total of 274,980 pounds of Hun- 
garian relief goods without charge. Mercy 

(Concluded on Page 10) 
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into this crush-proof unit-pack 


An all-new furniture-packing technique is 
now available on all-cargo Clippers* to Europe 
and Latin America. This new service, optional 
at small extra cost, utilizes tough, fibreboard 
unit-packs which assure that your household 
goods, no matter how large or bulky, are han- 
dled as gently and carefully as china. 


Shipments move directly from your own 
packer’s van into specially designed damage- 
proof unit-packs at our terminals. There they 
are loaded aboard the giant all-cargo Clippers 
and the furniture is not handled again until it 


arrives at its destination. All this lowers insur- 
ance and packing costs besides permitting 
amazingly fast resettlement of families. 

Are you making best use of Air Cargo services? 
For FREE booklet, ““There’s Profit in the Air 
...with Clipper Cargo,” call your PAA District 
Sales Manager or write to Pan American World 
Airways, P. O. Box 1790, New York 17, N.Y. 


*Trade-Mark, Reg. U.S. Pat. Off, 


PAN AMERICAN 


flies more cargo overseas than any other airline 
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RECORDS 


(Continued from Page 6) 


unusually pronounced in the past six 
months.” 

There was an upward revision of trans- 
atlantic air cargo rates, averaging 5%, 
which became effective January 1, 1957. 

The domestic air freight picture likewise 
appeared good. Showing a gain of 14.2% 
over 1955, the United States scheduled air- 
lines last year produced a new freight ton- 
mile record which now stands at an esti- 
mated 437,437,000. Express ton-miles, at 
an estimated 55,468,000, was 8.6% above 
1955. Interesting to note is that the rate 
of increase over 1955 registered by passen- 
ger trafic was 14.1%—0.1% below the 
cargo rate. 

Breaking down the above estimates for 
the United States air carriers, it is shown 
that the largest percentage increase— 
17.5%—was registered by the  interna- 
tional and overseas airlines (international, 
Alaskan, and territorial). The all-cargo 
carriers were second with an increase of 
16.7%, and the domestic industry (trunk 
lines, local service, and helicopter) follow- 
ing with a 10.3% rise. 

The Air Transport Association which is 
authority for the preceding United States 
statistics, stated that the traffic estimates 
were based on 10 months actual data, with 
November and December estimated. 

Final cargo statistics for the United 
States’ and the world’s scheduled airlines 
will be published in Air Transportation 
later this year. 

Air cargo executives were generally 
optimistic in looking ahead to the close of 
1957. Raymond A. Norden, president of 


Were 


GUAYAQUIL 


Seaboard & Western Airlines, for example, 
foresaw a 339% increase in transatlantic 
freight in 1957 over 1956 —air traffic 
amounting to 50 million pounds. Last 
year’s etimated increase in North Atlantic 
airlift was 25.3% over the previous year. 
The head of the transatlantic all-cargo air- 
line added: 

“Top management of international in- 
dustry and commerce is leaning to the use 
of air freight as a sound economic trans- 
portation medium to reduce over-all distri- 
bution costs. This increasing trend will see 
more merchandise shift from surface ships 
to air. It will also make possible the move- 
ment of merchandise which would not have 
otherwise moved because of time limita- 
tions. With respect to the opening of 
new markets through the use of air, we 
know that exporters are finding new outlets 
abroad. Importers are discovering and 
using new sources of supply in the United 
Kingdom and on the Continent. Freight 
forwarders who have played a significant 
role in the development of transatlantic air 
freight since its inception, will be a con- 
tinuing strong force in the education of the 
shipping public to the economic advantages 
of air transportation.” 


AIRLINES—FORWARDERS 


(Continued from Page 6) 


mixed-consignment rule, they say, had been 
established as a sparkplug to transatlantic 
air cargo, but it had not worked out that 
way. Several airlines are still in favor of 
the rule, it was indicated. However, there 
are certain procedures [ATA normally fol- 
lows — Wendell R. Stevens, Pan Am’s 
manager of tariffs and schedules, traced 


‘LETICIA 


(Aerovios Sud Americana, Inc.) 


international 
Airlines 
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to Latin America . . . flies direct to 


call the ASA office nearest you. 


these carefully for the forwarders—and the 
latter were advised how to proceed in their 
future relations with the international air- 
lines’ organization. 

It is understood that the AFFA relaxed 
its severe membership requirements in or- 
der to accommodate the new applicants. In 
addition to a scaling down of monthly dues, 
there was agreement to schedule a new 
meeting which would include the new 
members. 

The following firms were elected unani- 
mously : 

Air Cargo Expediters; Air-Sea Forward- 
ers, Inc.; Flete International Corp.; Freed- 
man & Slater, Inc.; Flying Cargo, Inc.; 
Frederick Henjes, Jr., Inc.; Hensel, Bruck- 
mann & Lorbacher, Inc.; Intra-Mar Ship- 
ping Corp.; Pan-Maritime Cargo Service, 
Inc.: J. D. Smith Inter-Ocean, Inc.; World- 
Wide Service, Inc. 

The AFFA is headed by Charles L. 
Gallo, president, Air Express International 
Corp. Hardy K. Maclay, Washington at- 
torney, is executive vice president, and 
Robert Seitel, president, Allied Air Freight, 
Inc., secretary. 

Several days prior to the parley it was 
learned by Air Transportation that Airborne 
Freight Corporation, San Francisco, had 
filed a complaint with the Civil Aeronautics 
Board concerning IATA’s elimination of 
the mixed-consignment rule. It has been 
assigned Docket No. 8441. 

J. D. McPherson, Airborne president, 
told Air Transportation that the “approxi- 
mately 60% increase in rates was made 
without consideration to having a hearing 
to bring out the pertinent facts from ship- 
pers or forwarders.” He predicted that “the 
elimination of spreads which took place a 
couple of years ago, and now the elimina- 
tion of the mixed-consignment rule, will set 


ASA . .. your freightway 


cities throughout Central and 


South America. Your shipments arrive 
with speed and safety . . . plus 


economy. See your freight forwarder or 


General Office: Pinellas Internat’! Airp't, St. Petersburg, Florida, Ph. 4-211] 
New York Office: 220 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y., Ph.: WOrth 4-2357 
Chicago Office: 608 S. Dearborn, Chicago, Illinois, Ph.: WAbash 2-008] 
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KLM 


VRACHTOIENST 


>» 


MOVE FAST ON THE GROUND, T00! 


a Z- Personalized Service—is the reason more and 
more shippers look to KLM for fast, dependable Air 
Cargo transportation across the Atlantic. Every mem- 
ber of the KLM team—from Account Representative, 
Cargo Expediter, Cargo Handler, to the pilot of the 
plane—takes a personal interest in your shipment! 


Depend on KLM for space when you need it—Regular 
All-Cargo flights each week to Europe plus daily Passenger- ROYAL DUTCH 
Cargo Constellation service. AIRLINES 


SEE YOUR FREIGHT FORWARDER OR NEAREST KLM OFFICE 


WORLD'S FIRST AIRLINE 


Fesruary 1957-—Pace 9 


SO, 8 OS. se tes ct ee ee eo er es ae 
Peres eer ae: Be RE ey eee, ae ae : 
—— ut ? eee % e = " 4 - 2 een eer ae ne 7 a ae 2 ey ae 4 ; 
a, a 
mp 
ar 
: a 
= iia 
io 
a = 
; os spe eate ‘ CC Cee eee ks Cory 
erie: am i} es es ee ’ is . _ ; - peer a a , 
at a Ada ae F <3 paler ee baw i ee Se eg hae 2 ssliitcal a earns 
E Be * cif ee » a ee ok eee iy F “ a z oad € Ag 4 ee sa 
ss , . 2 ae <a as s 7” A‘ Se Remar 
ee fd : oe ‘ a ee en ae ees . : oe Ee ey ae caer se 
. , Be ee . ee . eee 
: sai mee F eee oe Fs oR ky 4 nae es 
sg _ ba. é 2 i o aes TOR 
—_— “anes 
1 ee 
| HO ale 
fee eee 
nee 
| cas t 
ames 
di 
Set i 
& ri i ae 
Be 
i on . . 
‘x : aes 
‘ 4 ail Ss ee: 
ano, ae meee ee ne ae 4 pare 2: 
; es e a. re 
i Z , ce ’ Bn ee x4 BS a 
' be | | = eee Rea 
CaN ; i — ee | . ‘or ee ge E ‘\ ra 
Mix ; ,. aaa eg Sas re 
} ae PN-KLM @@ ae pie . agt 5 8 BY 
? . - el FES ee: — 0 my ee 1) See 
: % Pee: ; — A ES ae 
oa >. ee o az pe 
bid z ? 9 ic ge id . ae “a x > Bees sh 
a x es aa 
. ~ Me 4 ere 
q ; ‘ oe ow ed ‘ Sages 
& PS Eh 4 ' eta stg 
a rape a eRe a * 3 ie 
ae . a j Be pew 
= Big me z een. >. Migeietiale : - ate 
ce b pal *y g Bi Seis SS eee Se — ‘ mete Ss his 
; » 3 " = sis on ‘ > ie So ae ¢ eS a hens 
: ie i wwe cane NOR ts, gal limaill : 4 siete: aia re if a . 
‘ — oo ee ec? es Lege te tee sien. On seme sts Sr ae a : 7 eS a au 
Se ne z 3 ree j ig a Sg es ey « io + Saag S , er sas <a pox: 
ee ® ee RE i alata - 3 oF ge Rey pais ae PS ee a ap —— gles: ll 
eae) re 2 x rf pee or a oe * nage Fo aes _ . Sa! ee “ - ae Se a Ce i 4 ew oes 
ee Be is Min > Se oe oe Sa ' : ha sag tial SESE RIE TIO NB age: 
\ . sonton — . ‘o2 i Rix. ef hoger 5 ‘ iw ae 
d = Se i a a ne ee ’ e “= - _ Za 
a 
Oy, ays 
ees 
4 ae Gt y 
| ex eee 
{ ee ae 
Dn oe a 
3 > , ' Bes 
£ gs re & he, + 7 ox: * / ee 
| 3 ¥ ga ‘ °° vg . Pes SS 4 Uy 2 ate 
“ Rer® - 4 i Ae | ha a sz ae 
& e) te P 3 ae mt bid >. C3 226 j De al as = Be =u 
é wa = : = ag oe go fas eee F BE Sr 
\ Md ee oe - fo _ £ > — =. » aes — 4 Fee 
‘ = Dio -= Ae  h- See a fs A ‘ ae 
ON ae - tae & _ e i. ie Pee — 3 ee 
RO Se 2 a 2. S 4 BA ae 
\ Wialf fr - = 1 ga Le ek Si ys Fs 4 
RAMA _ h Lacdie as fia ry ie 
/ a Bal ‘ vy ‘aw _4 + li 
Vis amt Blt SS yw yh 
< y e= A = AM 2a ou 
— = oe eS Ce 
—. J BAe 
——h : ea af a: 
— Sq ae « mac’ (> u Phe \ Wigs — oe 
ST ig a y=. MAG) ont ———— a aes! 
Sa LLIN = j , Z ss SS —- “1 ae bs 
——— ee 
1 EM Ark Se tee, ; eS Pie 
feat Tat 
| i 4 
oe 
ayn ia 
Er ae 
\ 4 4 ae ee 
. poe 
oo . a ae , ie 
oo SARS oe es er ay 7S 
h a y Sate e y A as . 4 - 7 Pe es 
er Sp. t oe ee 
- > —s ee oy 
Sc gi 2 a 
3 phage a nye 
S & * f fas 
oy 4 nak di 5 eee e 
# 4 Ba 
se So ate 
Pee <P y? y Be cs 
e ie 
. aes am ; Se se 
4 Bg 
-_ Pe 
ws as 
cat FP at r fy Bees 
eee Wid es ee Bie 
! ‘ y Ba 
i 
| P| Fi 
ake 
abate 
mf 
25 aye 
age er 
let 
. oS use 
~~: P ' : . ‘ees 
ao a ee oe! ee ee oe. el riage tae! Ml 
ai ne oa iia la ge ee ee etraeia wy 2 aoe ae yes - 
e Lf ae Bat ay : A Lid A ee 


FRANCE 


Dependable FAST AIR service delivers anything, anywhere in Europe, Near East, Far East, 


Africa, Mexico. 
Reduced Specific Commodity Rates on Most Items to Most Places. 


SEE YOUR CARGO AGENT OR CALL AIR FRANCE 


NEW YORK, PLAZA 9-7000 « BOSTON, COPLEY 7-5350 « CHICAGO, LUDLOW 5-1044 


FLY WITH EXPER 


MARITIME 
ROOM 59, 
DORVAL AIRPORT 


Be aa 


MARITIME CENTRAL AIRWAYS, 
CANADA'S LARGEST INDEPENDENT AIR 
FREIGHT OPERATOR. 


fo: “offers Reliable Service im- 


portant savings to Shipping Public 
and Air Charterers. 


Fully equipped Aircraft available 
Omshort notice to any point in 


AIRWAYS 
EAS TERMINAL 
MONTREAL, 
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back the progress and development of North 
Atlantic air freight substantially. This 
action on the part of the direct carriers re- 
tards the great progress made between for- 
warders and direct air carriers working 
together, as exemplified in the hearings in 
Docket 7132.” 


At the time of the filing of the complaint, 
Airborne said it had approximately nine 
months’ experience in consolidating under 
the rules and rates in effect before Jan- 
uary 1, 1957. It was found that there had 
not been a single day during this period 
when it was possible to “accumulate differ- 
ent under-100-pound shipments of exactly 
the same commodity description to effect 
a consolidation.” While Airborne foresees 
future accumulations of “enough freight 
daily to ship consolidation, each made up 
of the same commodity, we feel that the 
forwarder has not had the time necessary 
to develop this freight under the present 
airline structure.” It was stated that “the 
forwarder will require several years of 
experience before a sufficient volume of 
freight can be generated to justify publish- 
ing a tariff at approximately the present 
forwarder level if we are not afforded the 
flexibility of a mixed-consignment rule al- 
lowing the forwarder to pay highest rated 
specific commodity rate than the general 
commodity rate.” The company said it 
knew of no precedent in either surface or 
air transportation where a regulatory body 
permitted carriers “to publish rates that 
will have the effect of increasing costs 50% 
to 60% to the small shipper and the for- 
warder without a public hearing.” 


MERCY CARGOES 


(Continued from Page 6) 


cargoes included shipments of layettes, baby 
foods, heavy clothing, vitamins, plasma, 
antibiotics and other medical supplies in- 
cluding portable x-ray apparatus. (See 
December cover of AT.) 

Consigned by the Red Cross, the Ameri- 
can Friends Society, and other recognized 
relief agencies, the shipments have been 
loaded into aircraft landing at New York, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Mon- 
treal, and Vancouver. They have been 
hauled directly to Vienna, mostly over the 
regular North Atlantic route, some over the 
transpolar route. Also pressed into the 
urgent relief operation were new transports 
delivered from California factories. 


MTMA Will be Fully 
Operational by June 


Wasnuineton, D. C.—The Defense De- 
partment’s Military Traffic Management 
Agency, set up recently to handle man- 
agement responsibility for all stateside 
commercial freight and passenger trans- 
portation for the Armed Forces, is expected 
to become fully operational by June 30. 


MTMA, which has its headquarters here, 
was established to bring under a single 
agency the trafic management responsi- 
bility for all commercial movement of 
freight and personnel of all branches of 
the armed forces in the continental United 
States. The agency will be staffed by off- 
cers assigned by the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, and Air Force, and by absorption of 
civilian employees from the traffic offices of 
the branches of the armed forces. 
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FAST DRESS DELIVERY 
BY TWA AIR FREIGHT KEEPS SALES 
ZIPPING UP.../NCREASES TURNOVER FOR 
GIMBEL BROS.,N.¥, DEPARTMENT STORE. 
SHIPMENTS FROM SHELBY MANUFACTURING 
CO., INPIANAPOLIS, VIA TWA ELIMINATE 
STORAGE COSTS. CUT HANDLING EXPENSES. 
PROVIDE CUSTOMERS NEW, FRESH MERCHANDISE! 


ALONG THE WAY...OF TWA 


ZOLO® we 


DRESSES A MONTH Se 


gre 


om 


DRESSES. 


— 


OTT 


SHIP AT LOW SPECIFIC COMMODITY RATES... 


SHIP TWA AIR FREIGHT! 


SUPER-G “BOOKED AIR FREIGHT" 


FOR FAST, ON-SCHEDULE DELIVERY 


OF YOUR SHIPMENTS THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY... "BOOK" THEM ON 
TWA SUPER-CONSTELLATION 
FLIGHTS... CALL TWA 


Air 


— OVER 60 TRANSATLANTIC 

| CROSSINGS A WEEK INCLUDING 

ALL-CARGO TWA SKY MERCHANT 

SERVICE...BETWEEN 60 U.S. 

& CITIES AND 21 MAJOR TRADING 

2-1 AREAS IN EUROPE, MIDDLE _ 
AND FAR EAST! : 


All TWA Flights carty Air 


MANNOD 


Express and Air (poral = 7 WA 


U.S.A. EUROPE AFRICA ASIA 


TRANS WORLD AIRLINES 


FEBRUARY 1957—PaceE 11 


et Soule Sia Os ae, * a wis ees ome <a ay ea ae ee miekcs Tene Pee: 
s Phd ee) a ‘ ee ae tn * Bec" one 237 ge enh a e . i: jah tie cae 3 ey Pe os re “a 5 hak “= ae. Ree <j oe ae ie *. 
a eee as. (oe -_... eee Siggy. Ree eects + pial ¥ 
os ee eee : oe te eee Cane : 7 : - Agee ‘ Bee) ey 
." ap = ‘ i a 
‘ ie 
Se 
are 
‘ Bee Paes E 
eee. 
ee te 
i eC Ree ee 
r — i - se i 
i 4 * Gf / ome 
| a ~ We —— 
i F : es éé fn ee 
\ e ; / is Ue 
} | ee, 4 oS 
{ ke } 0 ee % O sa — i: Bs 
Nd | wy / ( NY es é . Ra 
: | ~ Ps 2 eee ae 
Mp, Ne ; a 
, E>] : o “te og ar 
HY RAS on 
’ =i 4 y Zs " ee 
»’ fe Yj, \/". aa iN 4 
; BA sy AM rose “ie CIAAN ee 
| sae 7 \N ay || Fj Z > \\ re 
Ba S778" FAD =| 4A ea 7 \ }j ae 
zs ; ? o <. — = ane ARsines 7. occ s gms . a ee 
#F 5 if y Ls st . <n Se re BS." ES Serene TO i) iy a ee 
‘ = ° ie ‘ ite : a — ae ies a ” aaa - A \ . a eee 
z - ¥ 2 ernest = ao BORO CREE SOIGELED il a 2 Pe te 
‘ ZE a Se mA . —— re 
= — ; ‘ “\ ernrnreceso on “ * a seen | 1, j i. 
; % « . FE: aha 
I \ . SS Rs neti a a ae ~ SESS : Pe 
\ Xx “en er btaiciincecety eae i e f= ee 
: og be ak P ” eR Re tee be eee ove LF; i NF pr 7! 
‘ mA HVS), oe a oN wee oe ST | ae 
, ti 1 Oa : —cetmaccecrssn ite Sm TEs A tid ? Reon. el" i — 4 “ \ pee: i 
| ee Som <= rr aaa Nga es he oat v = ae = 
: ig ,. 7 Be 
| a 
: —e { ’ i . cue 
- 4 pr ed 
7m 9R'S Cae ; Be 
| Aiav2 — 
f \;/ ; a 
Puy ay ag 
} a 4 ets. 
a ‘ re a 
{ ‘ ae 
| ar |i ae 
: A by ; of ee neo 
U : § a) Ny Tlbizs: Ves °F ; 
| * . . ee eS ™ a - : bE o. ie 
ene ore Be aaa aay 
F 1 i eee | ce ae 
re 4: eee Y, Pai 
—— - : potion ‘<a 
a Vy, peesteer \ a 
Satie a yee - 
gre eis 
, nese sete a 
| ch ge 
| : SHIPPING OVERSEAS ? a 
; ee a 
, . See 
‘ as ee 
ete 
i x. ne 
‘4 RY - ee 
; é q * Pe is 
ee t « sc 
JE Y 
. oa aa 
> oe 
; — 
| a. 
| = ) mo 3 2 
ee Ee 
ae nam fA bs o 2 PT mete 
i — SS) eo: me eel otra ruRicM nn? Py Z teak if 
5 og ee te) 5 a CAs cn e ° TEAS ore pa i 
a — = Se ve TS} es 
ee PiTTSBUR =< —, 9 5 ee % ' _ mee 
\ o}KL AND ae / Y a P pages ag aay —* SS " GEL Aviv { - yee 
} - peer: ASHINGTON acones seg >e— . SY aena cAccurta +8 ie 
“ "ze ell was ROERS abr BEneAs: OEY —— eS PYdn ed 
— —' ——"" “TOs anOerEeneewen ~S { YY ear g \ 8 AN ke * on 
\ ‘a mes 
‘ XY ? ‘\ NC covomaoy----~ a g. = rakes 
| a ® —— at ae 
Beat En 
ee 
| ‘at ; 
| | ' gm 
a fe ee es. E ees 2 es i ‘ . ee 
es ee te twit SUR 2 ki I re ae ere ee 


T 
chicase + 


CARGO CONTROL 


To HAMBURG - FRANKFURT - ROME 
ANKARA - TEHERAN - ABADAN 


<8 FE ae ee — 


— 


S VIAN 


WA 
SCAND 4 grsria Call your agent 
stRssiMes _ or SAS in major cities. 


IN NEW YORK 
638 Fifth Avenue 


OLympia 7-8000 
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lt is with a great deal of interest that 
Il always read the publications in your 
Air Cargo Magazine, Air Transportation, 
and | can assure you that I appreciate 
your versatile news very much indeed. 

Nevertheless I would invite your at- 
tention to something that has struck 
me, viz., your publication on page 9 of 
vol. 29, no. 4, October, 1956, dealing 
with the number of plane movements 
on American and European airports. 

What has struck me is that you ap- 
parently measure the importance of an 
airport by the total number of aircraft 
movements irrespective of the composi- 
tion of the traffic going on. 

As you will no doubt know, aircraft 
movements can be divided into two 
main categories, viz., commercial and 
non-commercial movements. 

The former bears upon the paid-for 
transport of passengers, freight and 
mail on behalf of third parties. The 
second category comprises flights for 
training, testing, sporting and private 
purposes. 

I am of opinion that the economic 
importance of any airport is mainly 
determined by its number of commer- 
cial aircraft movements. 

Let us take, for instance, the Dutch 
private aerodrome of Hilversum. Its 
number of aircraft movements in 1954 
totaled 46,400. Yet its commercial im- 
portance is not any more than a small 
fraction of that of Frankfurt/Main or 
Brussels, which had in the same year 
only 32,100 and 40,200 movements re- 
spectively. The two latter airports, 
however, could boast 31,200 and 27,400 
aircraft movements respectively in 
commercial traffic, whereas at Hilver- 
sum airport this type of traffic was 
next to nothing. 

Though it may be a nice pastime to 
calculate that Teterboro Airport in 
1955 has as many plane movements as 
London, Rome and Brussels together, 
I think that such a comparison is rather 
useless since incongruous things are 
set against each other. 

It woud be equally useless to com- 
pare the number of departures and ar- 
rivals of pleasure-boats in a yacht 
basin with that of passenger ships and 
freighters in a seaport. 

There is still a large lack of uni- 
formity in the compilation and inter- 
pretation of statistics in the field of 
civil aviation, young as the latter is, 
The field is still full of snares and pit- 
falls and consequently there are many 
risks of misinterpretation. 

Please do not consider my above re- 
marks as unfair criticism but as a con- 
tribution on my part exclusively made 
for the purpose of enhancing the value 
of the information supplied by your 
highly appreciated magazine. 

U. F. M. Dellaert 
The Director 
Schiphol Airport 
Netherlands 

Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association, 

please note.—Editor. 
as * 


SUUAUAUUUEULUECUEEOOOEEOON 


It is with great interest that we have 
read the article, A Review of the Book, 
“The Role of Air Freight in Physical Dis- 
tribution.” We intend to purchase a few 
copies of this book. It is with pleasure that 
we take the opportunity to advise you that 
your paper is circulated within the head- 
quarters of this company. We always find 
your magazine very instructive, very inter- 
esting, and we find that it is a must reading 
for everybody having to do with air freight. 

I. A. Bahle 

R. W. Bonhoff 

Cargo Division 

Deutsche Lufthansa 
Aktiengesellschaft 

Koln, Germany 
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Certificated to 
serve Bangkok and 
Manila, TWA now 
has the authority to 
operate a round-the- 
world route which 
connects with North- 
west Orient Airlines 


‘i . at the Philippine cap- 
ital. Pan American | 
World Airways had ; 
the first globe-circling route which was i 
established in 1947. TWA’s authorization, | 
issued on a temporary basis, will be sub- | 
ject for review in 1959 when the certificate 
covering portions of the airline’s routes in 
Africa and Asia requires renewal. 
Domestically, TWA inaugurated a service 
between LaGuardia Airport, New York and 
Boston. It is being operated on a daily 
basis. 


March 2 is the date of BOAC’s intro- 
duction of the turboprop Bristol Britannia 
on its London-Sydney route. Flights will 
leave London every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Saturday. The present night stop at 
Singapore will be eliminated. Overall time 
will be reduced from 75 hours to 47 hours. 
The Britannia was due to bow in on the 


London-Johannesburg run February 1. Samples by air. se 


b _ _ ~ ag ye _ daily — ... get you in on the ground floor of world-wide mar- 
etween (New ork, ne ominican epu »- . 
lic, Haiti, and Jamaica, stepped up from kets. B.O.A.C.’s frequent flights speed your sam- 
three round trip flights a week. ples to trade fairs and overseas buyers all over the A 
s world. And B.0.A.C.’s low rates will surprise you. | © COD & collect services 
“Business for For full details, see your agent or e@ World-wide service 
1956 finished on a 
very active note which 
on the fone con- BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION 
formed to the market 342 Madison Avenue, New York 17,N. Y. 4 wi > 
pattern throughout Downtown Receiving Sta., 95 Pearl St. 
Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Los Angeles, Miami, Philadelphia, San Fr i Washington 


e Reserved space 
@ One air waybill 
e@ Complete insurance 


the entire year,” re- 
ports E. A. Gibson & 
Co., Ltd., London. 
“Despite the general 
overall shortage of 
aircraft which has presented a constant 
problem, the volume of business concluded 
on the London market has certainly far ex- 
ceeded any previous year. Periods of slack- 
ness have been very infrequent, and on the 
whole the pattern of steady trading has 
remained unchanged. During the last two 
weeks (late December-early January) 
a high proportion of flights have been 
fixed, some of which were of an emer- 
gency nature just prior to Christmas when 
scheduled airlines employed charter air- 
craft to remove backlogs of cargo created 
by the widespread fog. Other short notice 
flights were made for a transatlantic air- 
line which required replacement engines in 
various parts of Europe. Activity since the 
turn of the year has shown a tendency to 
be quiet, but a good proportion of fixtures 
have already been made far into 1957.” 


"one cet sve. ~~ SHORTEST ROUTE TO 


nautics Board is 


pee Ses SOUTH AMERICA 
reorganization of | 


Board operations. Up- 
on the recommenda- 


tion of the Executive New York to Bogota con- 


Director, the Office of firmed bookings in advance 

Executive Director “ 

has been abolished a shipments collect pay- 

and its functions . - 1 st Ai o Carri 
transferred to the Legal Adviser and Assist- able in Colombian currency. WV°rl¢’s Largest Air Carg aand 
ant to the Chairman, Robert Kunzig, whose 


title has been redesignated as executive 
assistant and legal adviser to the chairman. 


The Bureaus of Safety Regulation and 
fear Vocation tats tar cee PAN AMERTCAN General Agents 225 bast 38th St, N.Y. 0. ST 60600 
into an overall Bureau of Safety headed by 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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GILBERT PERIER 
Chairman of the Board 


OR some minutes we had been 
leisurely discussing in general 
terms the future of freight within 
the framework of air transportation— 
Willem Deswarte. president of Sabena 
Belgian World Airlines; Valentin J. 
Pacco, vice president-sales; and the 
writer. It was at a logical point in the 


VALENTIN J. PACCO 
Sales chief 
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Ee Sl. eee 


interview. which took place in the 
president's well-appointed office in 
Brussels, that the writer bluntly asked 
him whether he “seconded the motion” 
that top management must take a more 
active view of the cargo business. 

“I certainly second the motion,” he 
said without hesitation. Deswarte 


ANSELME VERNIEUWE 
Helicopter License No. 1 
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WILLEM DESWARTE, Sabena's president 


"Our share of cargo is steadily increasing” 


in the World Freight Market 


By RICHARD MALKIN 


Seventh in an exclusive series of comprehensive, on-the-spot 


articles by Air Transportation's executive editor, surveying the 


cargo efforts of air carriers in the United States and overseas. 


pointed to a set of statistics he had 
turned over to the writer only a few 
moments before. “Look at our own 
company. Our share of cargo is stead- 
ily increasing. In fact. cargo has be- 
come a financial problem. Oh, I do 
not mean this is an unhappy situation. 
It pleases me very much. Rates have 
come down and tonnage is increasing. 
We are now at a level where we can 
begin to do important things.” 

“What important things?” he was 
asked. 

“Through expansion we will be able 
to make cargo a more profitable busi- 
ness,” the Belgian airline’s head _ re- 
plied. “We will begin to lean on air- 
freighters. Our all-cargo services in 
Europe, for example. are very impor- 
tant. These are being increased with 
the introduction of night freight ser- 
vices.” 

Willem Deswarte. a tall, impressive 
man with a notable habit of choosing 
his words carefully, has brought to 
Sabena the rare combination of lawyer, 
statesman, and businessman. A _ grad- 
uate of Brussels University—he holds 


degrees in law, political sciences. and 
financial sciences; and in Geneva ac- 
quired the Diploma of the Bureau of 
International Studies—Deswarte prac- 
ticed law for a four-year period ending 
in 1933. He deserted the bar at that 


F. R. MICHIELS 


System cargo manager 


time to take over the managing direc- 
torship of Brussels’ famous department 
store firm, S. A. Les Grands Magasins 
A l'Innovation. After the Nazis over- 
ran Belgium he escaped to London 
where he joined the Free Belgian Gov- 
ernment. As a commander he served 
the liberation of his country as Deputy 
High Commissioner for State Security. 
He returned in the postwar era to an 
association with the Belgian Ministry 
of Finance as advisor, following which 
he held successively the posts of Chief 
of Cabinet of the Prime Minister and 
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BILLIARD BALLS picked up at Calenelle, Belgium by a Sabena 
heliocopter, effects quick transfer to a United States-bound DC-6. 


~ 


>t. Bina” 


SEABORNE FREIGHT from Antwerp discharged at Matadi. Freight 
will be sent to airport for airshipment to interior of Belgian Congo. 


oe 


FREIGHT STORES at Melsbroek Airport. The facility, served by an CUSTOM CONTROL of sea-air freight destined to Belgian Congo 


unusual rail shuttle, is only 20 minutes from the city of Brussels. 


Chief of Cabinet of the Minister of In- 
terior. About 10 years ago he was ap- 
pointed deputy managing director of 
Sabena, eventually moving up to his 
current office as president. 

Pacco, in his early forties, is a vet- 
eran Sabena man who has spent a 
quarter of a century with the airline 
(counting wartime interruption) and 


~- 


new is on his second quarter. Opera- 
tions representative in Copenhagen 
from 1937 te 1939, he headed for Lon- 
don at the beginning of World War II 
where he volunteered in the Royal Air 
Force. becoming a liaison officer. Later 
he was assigned to the 18th Light 
Bomber Squadron as adjutant and par- 
ticipated in the Benghazi and Tobruk 


* = 


LEVY-LEPEN HYDROPLANE used by SNETA, Sabena's pred 
freight, mail, and passengers in the Belgian Congo. The time of this photograph is 1921. 


company, to haul 
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is exercised at Antwerp, in order to save time on arrival at Matadi. 


campaigns. In 1943 he was trans- 
ferred to flying personnel as pilot. He 
holds four military decorations. With 
the end of the war he returned to Sa- 
bena filling successive representation 
assignments in London and New York. 
then returned to his native country to 
accept appointment as assistant to the 
vice president-operations and, in 1955, 
vice president-sales. 


Russian Service 


Since 1947, Deswarte has personally 
been working on a company project 
aimed at extending Sabena service di- 
rectly to Russia. Last March he and 
Pacco flew to Moscow and conferred 
with officials of Aeroflot. the Soviet air- 
line, and the West European Section 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
is scheduled to return to Moscow, with 
Gilbert Périer, Sabena’s chairman of 
the board, and other Belgian officials, 
“to fight a second round.” Was Des- 
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E. G. WICHTA 
U. S. cargo head 


warte optimistic as to the outcome of 
the trip? 

“[ am quite sure Sabena will be able 
to fly to Russia in the near future.” he 
said. “We already have a commercial 
agreement with Aeroflot. We plan to 
extend our services from Prague and 
Warsaw.” 

Both Deswarte and Pacco are of the 
opinion a large freight potential ex- 
ists between the two countries. 

During their visit to Moscow they 
asked to see the Russian jet transport 
(which. on a subsequent diplomatic 
flight to London, excited world-wide at- 
tention). Permission was granted im- 
mediately. Deswarte asserted. 

“We were impressed with its inte- 
rior,” the airline head said. then added 
with a smile: “But, of course, we don’t 
know how economically it operates.” 


Whirlybird 


It was inevitable that the talk should 
veer to the helicopter. Sabena is the 
first airline in the world to operate a 
regularly scheduled international heli- 
copter service, having inaugurated ro- 
tary-wing operations on September 1. 
1953. On the face of it, the “eggbeater 
service” is on the debit side of the fi- 
nancial page; but, as Pacco pointed 
out, there are two significant plus fac- 
tors: the availability of the feeder ser- 
vice to the various neighboring coun- 
tries has been of material assistance 
generating more passenger traffic 
through Melsbroek. the airport for 
Brussels; and the experience gained 
from the scheduled flights has put Sa- 
bena far in the lead in this type of 
feeder operation. 

“Our helicopters do not fly freight 
at the present time,” Pacco said. “We 
will, however, in the future utilize the 
helicopter for feeding cargo to fixed- 
wing aircraft. You must realize that 
our helicopter operation is quite dif- 


EGGS from United States. 


COATS from Western Germany 


AUTOMOBILE from Italy. 
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ferent from those you have in the 
United States. You do not have the in- 
ternational customs problems we have. 
These problems will have to be solved 
before we can put through a helicopter 
cargo service. We will have to consult 
with the governments of all the coun- 
tries served by our helicopters.” 

The interview coincided with the 
date of delivery of Sabena’s first S-58 
helicopter which is replacing the 
smaller S-55. The S-58, Pacco asserted, 
operates at a cost 40% lower than that 
of the S-55. Sabena also has evinced 
interest in the big British-made Fairey 
Rotodyne. 


License No. 1 


Guiding genius behind Sabena’s 
pioneering with rotary-wing aircraft is 
Anselme Vernieuwe, senior vice presi- 
dent, who holds Belgium’s helicopter 
license No. 1. Vernieuwe, a former 
Belgian Air Force and then RAF 
bomber pilot—he is a bemedaled World 
War II hero, famous for his under- 
ground activities during the German 
occupation of Belgium—made the first 
direct nonstop helicopter flights be- 
tween Brussels and Paris (December, 
1953) and London (July, 1954). He 
proved something else. Taking off 
from the center of Brussels 35 min- 
utes after London- bound passengers 
left the city terminal for the airport 
where they boarded the regular fixed- 
wing transport, Vernieuwe arrived in 
the center of the British capital ex- 
actly eight minutes before they reached 
the South Bank terminal. Gilbert 
Périer accompanied him on the flight 
which had followed Bleriot’s historic 
transchannel route. 

Vernieuwe has said that “the ques- 
tion for the carriers operating rotary 
wings is no longer ‘Will the helicopter 
break even?’ but ‘Will it lose more or 
less money than the fixed-wing air- 
craft?’” He feels that at the present 
early stage “the answer depends more 
on the ability of the helicopter to go 
places and collect more passengers 
where the fixed-wing cannot go than 
on the actual cost of the one against 
the other”—a sage observation which 
possibly can be applied to cargo. 

The S-55s flew 16.172 passengers in 
the first 16 months of scheduled inter- 
national helicopter services. The next 
12 months (1955) told Sabena that 
it was heading in the right direction: 
the helicopters hauled 16.070 passen- 
gers. And the rate of increase con- 
tinued through 1956. At last report, 
the record for regularity was 89.2%. 
Considering the weather in this part of 
Europe. the figure is exceptionally 
good. Scheduled service from Brussels 
to the center of Paris is due to open 
in March. At about the same time. the 
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new S-58s will connect Brussels “and 
Saarbrucken via Luxembourg. 

Sabena’s cargo destinies are in the 
hands of F.-R. Michiels, an ex-chemist 
who 10 years ago (after a bout with 
ill health brought on by his former 
profession) discovered a fascinating 
new field and has thrown himself into 
it feet first. From this writer’s ob- 
servations, he is up to his ears in his 
job—and loves it. 

Michiels has come up the ranks fast. 
From his first job in 1946 as a traffic 
agent, he subsequently served as traf- 
fic representative in the respective 
cities of London, Manchester, and Am- 
sterdam. He returned to Brussels in 
1953 to take over the post of super- 
visor of cargo handling. Two years 
later he was elevated to his present 
rang of system cargo manager. 


“Billiard-Ball King”’ 


Michiels works in a tastefully fur- 
nished office which overlooks KLM’s 
Belgian headquarters, an ever-present 
prod to his own plans and efforts. On 
a neatly-arranged desk are a cactus 
plant and a yellow billiard ball. Sev- 
eral times during the writer’s series 
of visits to Michiel’s office he over- 
heard a number of cryptic references to 
billiard balls by others. One went as 
far as to refer to Michiels as “the bil- 
liard-ball king”—a remark which left 
the writer wondering if Sabena’s cargo 
manager was indeed some sort of a 
champion with the cue. The query was 
put to him. He laughed through his 
cigar smoke. 

“No. All that is a little joke. It 
began after I introduced some Chicago 
importers to a Belgian manufacturer 
of billiard balls. The price was right 
and we proved to the people from 
Chicago it was economical to import 
this commodity by air. It started quite 
a bit of billiard-ball traffic for Sabena. 
Many tons were flown to the States in 
just a few months. It goes by air all 
the way to Chicago. Domestic airlines 
pick it up in New York. Before this 
particular operation. Sabena had never 
before carried this type of commodity. 
It started a brand new traffic for us. 
As a matter of fact, it eventually led 
to shipments of cues and racks and 
other billiard equipment. At this mo- 
ment the manufacturer is developing a 
new billiard ball especially for the 
United States market.” 

Making business contacts is an es- 
sential part of his task, Michiels indi- 
cated. There is tough competition from 
the rail and truck lines in Belgium, 
the relatively short distances to over- 
the border points creating the need 
for some astute salesmanship on the 
part of those selling intra-Europe air 
freight. Belgium. with its nine million 


population, is roughly the size of Mary- 
land, the eighth smallest state. 

But the short distances between 
countries also works in reverse; that 
is, to the benefit of Sabena air freight. 
It was pointed out, for example, that 
from the standpoint of speed and econ- 
omy it is more beneficial for many 
French shippers to route their export 
merchandise through Brussels than 
through Paris. This also is true of cer- 
tain Dutch shippers in Southern Hol- 
land who have found it more expedient 
to ship through Brussels than through 
Schiphol, Michiels said. 

Most of the country’s exports are 
generated by Brussels. Antwerp falls 
into second place, and Ghent third. 
Typical of Belgium’s larger firms are 
Acec, S. A., manufacturers of electrical 
equipment, and Gevaert Photo Prod- 
ucts. The textile industry is composed 
of a large number of small firms. Man- 
ufacturers of general textiles are lo- 
cated in Courtrai, woolens in Leuze, 
dresses in Verviers and St. Nicolas, 
and lace and carpets in Bruges. 


Air Traffic 


Figured on a basis of weight, Brus- 
sels’ air imports in 1953 formed 20% 
of Sabena’s total weight, and air ex- 
ports 15%. In 1954, the import figure 
dropped to 7% and the export total 
to 12%, rising again the following year 
to 16% for both Brussels’ imports and 
exports. Brussels’ 1956 record, although 
not available at the time of this writ- 
ing, was said to have been “substan- 
tially higher” on both accounts. 

At Melsbroek, for example, in 1955, 
the airline handled 153,152 import air- 
waybills, representing 5.243.000 kilos 
in weight, or an average of 34.23 kilos 
per airwaybill. Fifty-four percent of 
the shipments were destined to Bel- 
gium, the balance in transit. Export 
airwaybills totalled 148.877, represent- 
ing 4.316.000 kilos, or an average of 
28.99 kilos per airwaybill. The pro- 
portion of shipments originating in Bel- 
gium to those in transit was identical 
with that indicated above for imports. 

Sabena’s forwarding agents form an 
important part of the airline’s freight 
picture. In Belgium, where little con- 
solidation is done, the cargo sales 
agents provide the airline with 22% 
of its total freight business. Some 65% 
of Sabena’s United States business 
comes through forwarders. All stations 
in Europe, Belgium excepted. find the 
forwarders giving the airline a com- 
bined average of 37% of the business 
attracted there. 

“The forwarding agent is doing bus- 
iness in our name.” Michiels said. 
“Therefore. we must give him every 
opportunitv to continue doing so. I 


(Continued on Pane 22) 
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Stanford Research Institute Presents .. . 


A Buwueprint 


FOR AIR CARGO HANDLING TECHNIQUES 


OR 40 years the airplane was 

thought of primarily as a vehicle 

for transporting passengers. This 
was natural because passengers could 
profit by the hours saved through using 
air travel and, therefore, could justify 
the premium fares that were charged 
in the early days. Now, thanks to the 
rapid evolution of design, the airplane 
can offer a fare structure that is com- 
petitive with first-class surface trans- 
port. The concept of using aircraft for 
delivering cargo was more difficult for 
practical men to conceive even though 
Tennyson, whose outlook on life was 
not inhibited by payloads and profits, 
had foreseen the oceans of the sky 
bearing cargoes to the far corners of 
the earth. 


A Fence 


Payloads and profits are, of course, 
not to be discounted, but they do build 
a fence between what is and what might 
be. Sometimes the slow process of evo- 
lution moves this barrier back and 
sometimes urgent necessity makes it 
fall. In the case of air cargo, it took 
World War II and the crises following 
to awaken us to its possibilities. For 
the past 10 years commercial operators 
have been developing and exploring 
this new field. For some it has been a 
satisfying and profitable experience, 
while for others the inherent problems 
have been too much and their only 
choice has been to cease operations. 
The large passenger-carrying airlines 
were slow to enter the field. chiefly be- 
cause they had all they could do to 
take adequate care of their passengers 
with the equipment they had on hand. 
In the past five years. however, many 
of these airlines have been able to in- 
stitute all-cargo services, and they are 
offering serious competition to the all- 
cargo carriers. 

In the United States. as in other 
countries, the military services have 
comes to regard air cargo as an indis- 
pensable element in their supply lines. 
As a result of its experience with air- 
lift, the United States Air Force is in- 
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TRUCK RAMPS AND RAIL SIDING 


vesting heavily in modern aircraft de- 
signed specifically for the handling of 
cargo. So far, few aircraft available 
to commercial operators have been de- 
signed solely for handling cargo, and 
the cargo versions of passenger aircraft 
leave much to be desired when it comes 
to handling large, heavy items. It is 
generally conceded that commercial air 
cargo will never begin to reach its full 
potential until the equipment is de- 
signed specifically for the purpose. 
Much planning has been done in this 
direction and with the military leading 
the way with orders for aircraft like 
the Lockheed C-130 and Douglas 
C-133A, it will probably not be long 
before the cargo carriers find ways of 
obtaining equipment that has the de- 
sirable features found in these aircraft. 

An equally important. though per- 
haps less well appreciated aspect of air 
cargo. is the handling of cargo to and 
from the aircraft and its storage in the 
cargo hold. Inefficient ground han- 


dling can create delays that do away 


with the advantage of shipment by air. 
The ground equipment used today was 
not designed specifically for the job, 
and generally speaking, there is no uni- 
form procedure for receiving, consoli- 
dating and loading cargo. This is be- 
cause commercial air cargo is still in 
its infancy and our experience is insuf- 
ficient to permit an accurate analysis 
of ground handling procedures that 
would serve as the basis for the design 
of specialized equipment. 


Opportunity Exists 


It is perhaps fortunate that handling 
methods and equipment have not been 
highly developed and standardized, for 
the opportunity still exists to design 
and put in service systems superior to 
any now in use. This, at least, is the 
thought of the United States Air Force. 
To this end, the Air Force commis- 
sioned Stanford Research Institute to 
take into account the new cargo air- 
craft with low cargo decks and integral 
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ramps for rear loading that it has on 
order, and to present for consideration 
and study, new concepts for cargo han- 
dling and alternative means of achiev- 
ing effective and economical service. 
The results of this investigation by the 
Division of the Institute 
have been presented to the Air Force 
in the Institute’s report, A Study of 
Vew Concepts for Air Cargo Han- 
dling.” 

This study, of course, is based on 
the requirements of the Air Force and, 
therefore. cannot be considered as 
wholly applicable to commercial oper- 


Economics 


ators. However, the principles dis- 
cussed are basic to all types of cargo 
operation, and they will serve as a blue- 
print for procedures and practices that 
will be adopted when all-cargo heli- 
copters and fixed wing transports are 
put into commercial service. 

One of the major conclusions of the 
Institute’s study is that economy and 
service in cargo handling will result 
from developing, what it terms, “inde- 
pendent cargo vehicles” for loading 
and discharging cargo. These vehicles 
would be designed to pick up and move 
cargo without the assistance of special- 
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ized devices like warehouse-type fork 
trucks and cranes. Carriers capable of 
this task would naturally cut down the 
number of vehicles on the ramp and at 
the same time increase the utilization 
of the vehicles that are in use. 

An example of the independent type 
of vehicle is the straddle truck that has 
been used so successfully in lumber 
yards. This truck straddles a pile of 
stacked lumber, lifts it, and transports 
it to a new location, a task which here- 
tofore had to be accomplished by han- 
dling each piece of lumber twice. This 
illustrates the kind of improved efh- 
ciency that is expected from indepen- 
dent cargo carriers at the freight ter- 
minal. 


Proposed ‘“‘Family” 


The report proposes a family of 
U-shaped, open-top straddle-type vehi- 
cles. including trailers. These units 
back up to and enclose a unit load. A 
hoist engages the base of the load and 
then lifts it to a carrying position. An- 
other type of independent cargo car- 
rier, a rough terrain fork lift, is also 
proposed. The rough terrain capability 
would not seem to have any particular 
advantage for commercial operators 
who normally operate from well-paved 
areas. In commenting on the savings 
to be expected from the use of indepen- 
dent vehicles. the report says: 

“It is expected that a base receiving 
100 tons of cargo per day would re- 
quire 80 men, for 24-hour service and 
two conventional fork lift trucks. two 
cranes. and seven cargo trucks having 
a total weight of 80 tons. The same 
amount of work could be done by two 
independent vehicles weighing 712 to 
15 tons, depending on the type em- 
ployed. and 12 men. Estimated weight 
saving is 80 or 90° and manpower 
saving 85%. Labor saving alone would 
be worth $200.000 per year.” 

The Stanford 
study 


Research _ Institute 
envisages the unit load as a 
standardized consolidation of individual 
cargo items for economy in handling. 
It could take either the form of a con- 
tainer or a cargo load tied down to a 
platform such that in both cases the 
outer dimensions would be uniform. 
Provision would be made to enable the 
units to be positioned in the aircraft 
with a minimum of trouble and be 
quickly clamped down. The question 
that has to be resolved with regard to 
these consolidations of cargo is the 
optimum dimension of the load. As 
the report points out, the selection of 
a standard size for large unit loads is 
complicated by the requirements that 
these loads be suitable for the cargo 
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itself and for other cargo carriers com- 
monly used, i.e., truck or rail car. 

Of course, the chief factor to be con- 
sidered is the extent to which the 
choice of dimensions will permit full 
use of the weight and volume capacities 
of all carriers. In the course of its 
studies, the Institute applied this test 
and others of a qualitative nature to 
four different unit base sizes, 4’x10’; 
5’x714’: 614’x810’: and 67;’x8’. The 
most promising of these was found to 
be the 5’x74%’ size. It has relatively 
good stability when cargo is stacked 
eight feet high and the 71% feet per- 
mits the load to fit in en- 
closed highway trucks and trailers pro- 
vided interior widths increased 
slightly. Weight of a base this size, on 
which packaged cargo would be tied, 
would be about 300 pounds. but it is 
possible to employ a fibreglass plat- 
form with hardware and fittings that 
would weigh only 150 pounds. A con- 


crosswise 


are 


tainer and platform would have a tare 
weight of the order of 500 pounds. 
This unit load. the report points out, 
can be conjunction with a 
30°x45” warehouse pallet and. possi- 
bly. in conjunction with other unit load 
sizes also made up of multiples of the 
warehouse pallet. 
unit 


used in 


For this air cargo 
weights of about 5.000 
pounds are desirable and could ordi- 


load, 


narily be obtained with loads no higher 
than six or eight feet. 


Improved Techniques 


It will be time consuming and costly 
to load and unload large cargo aircraft 
by conventional methods. particularly 
when the aircraft flies a “circuit” with 


many en route stops where parts of the 
load are discharged and additional 
cargo is added. Attention has there- 
fore been given to improved techniques 
for handling cargo to and from the 
aircraft. One method would use in- 
tegral conveyors in the floor of the air- 
craft. a conveyor on the apron, and a 
bridge or elevator between the apron 
and the aircraft. Loading and dis- 
charging at rates as high as five to 10 
tons per minute should be possible by 
this method. Another means of rapid 
loading would employ a_ platform 
truck. which is similar to a fork lift 
truck except that counter balancing is 
avoided. Loading and discharging rates 
of 114 to 214 tons a minute are possible 
with this technique. Both methods, of 
course. depend upon the cargo being 
packed in unit loads. The question may 
be raised that the integral conveyor in 
the floor of the aircraft may impose a 
weight penalty. The report suggests 
that perhaps this may not be the case 
if the floor of the aircraft is redesigned 
so that the conveyor would carry all 
loads and the weight of the remaining 
floor were consequently reduced. 


Physical Arrangements 


The final section of the Institute’s 
report describes the physical arrange- 
ment of terminals for handling cargo. 
These terminals are. of course, designed 
for handling military cargoes, but the 
basic requirements are the same for 
commercial terminals though in the 
case of the latter the types of shipment 
might be more diversified, and it would 
be more difficult to have the uniformity 
of packing that is usually characteris- 


tic of military shipments. 
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The terminal concept developed in 
this study relies on heavy mechaniza- 
tion for fast service and economy of 
manual and clerical labor. The capital 
investment in facilities is well 
justified for an embarkation terminal, 
but it is doubtful that commercial air 
freight in its present state of develop- 
ment could afford installations of the 
type described. The report points out 


such 


that the extent to which mechanical 
displace 
personnel will be related to the volume 
of cargo handled and the complexity 
of the tasks performed. 


equipment can economically 


The illustration on page ?? shows 
the layout of a terminal designed to 
handle 1.000 tons or more per eight- 
hour day. On the receiving side, it will 
be seen that there are docks, a refrig- 
erated area, strong room and mail 
room, and an area for receiving unit 
loads. At each receiving dock there is 
a set of two narrow package conveyors 
(one above the other) and one wider 
pallet conveyor and an overhead con- 
veyor to tow dollies carrying larger 
items. The palletized units are removed 
by a fork lift and placed on the con- 
veyor, and telescopic belt conveyors are 
run into the delivery vehicle to remove 
packages. Both the package and pallet 
lines have sufficient storage space to 
provide for the maximum load that the 
largest semi-trailer truck can contain. 
Cargo is held on these lines until it has 
been checked and documented. It is 
then released and automatically fed 
into the main sorting lines. 


SABENA 


(Continued from Page 18 


have ordered this policy for our entire 
system. In some cases, we have gone 
together with the forwarder to the 
shipper to cooperate in finding a solu- 
tion to a particular problem.” 

On the basis of ton-kilometers of 


In the sorting areas, the packages 
and contents of the pallets are sorted 
according to destination and priority 
and then unitized. All movement is on 
belts or conveyors. Unit loads are built 
up on platforms resting on dollies, and 
when the load is complete, made fast 
and labelled, it is taken by an over- 
head monorail to the correct storage 
line to await loading on to the aircraft. 
Arrangements of a similar nature are 
made for receiving incoming cargo and 
breaking it down for delivery to its 
ultimate destination. This may, of 
course, involve reconsideration and fur- 
their shipment by air. 

As the report points out, data proc- 
essing for a terminal of this nature is 
a critical problem. If it cannot be ac- 
complished rapidly, it stresses, most of 
the advantages of speed, flexibility, and 
economy of labor and space inherent 
in the terminal design cannot be at- 
tained. The report concludes with a 
description of a terminal that is de- 
signed to handle only one-tenth the 
volume of the first terminal. It uses the 
principles that are applied on a more 
complete scale in the large terminal. 
Both terminals, the report points out, 
are intended only as examples of the 
development of mechanized terminals 
with low manpower requirements. There 
are, it concludes, many alternative 
equipments and terminal layouts which 
should be considered before designing 
terminals for construction. oes 

Editor’s Note: This article appears here 


through the kind cooperation of Shell 
Aviation News. 


freight flown up to the beginning of 
1956, the latest issue of Air Shippers’ 
Manual ranks Sabena tenth among 
the 70 IATA-member airlines in inter- 
national carriage, thirteenth in do- 
mestic (this includes Belgian Congo), 
and eleventh in total freight services. 
In 1955 the airline flew a total of 20,- 
430,000 ton-kilometers of freight, rep- 
resenting an increase of 23.9% over 
the year before. In the first half of 


1956, Sabena had accumulated a rec- 
ord of 11,418,652 ton-kilometers of 
freight, well on the way to a new com- 
pany high with the six-month total 
26.2% above that for the comparative 
half of the year before. Study of cargo 
statistics shows that the Belgian car- 
rier had, in the January-June, 1956 pe- 
riod, flown more revenue _ton-kilom- 
eters than in every single year up to 
and including 1951, and about as much 
as in 1952. Today Sabena is flying ap- 
proximately 800% more freight system- 
wide than it did in 1948. (The trans- 
atlantic route was established June 4, 
1947. The system freight total that 
year was half that in 1948.) 


Belgian Congo 


Traditionally high in the company’s 
thinking is the Belgian Congo, which 
is more than 80 times bigger than the 
mother country. In 1955 Belgium-Con- 
go traffic of all types earned the largest 
slice of revenue—861.578.143 Belgian 
frances, or 40.2% of the total earnings 
—substantially more than twice the 
sum earned from transatlantic traffic. 

Actually some of Sabena’s historical 
roots lie in the Congo. It was SNETA 
(Société Nationale pour |'Etude des 
Transports Aériens), which from 1919 
to 1922 performed experimental air 
transport operations along the Congo 
River between Leopoldville and Stan- 
leyville with three-seat Levy-Lepen hy- 
droplanes, that founded Sabena in 
1923. Set up to continue the original 
SNETA effort commercially, the Bel- 
gian Government and her African col- 
ony joined as SNETA’s partners in the 
enterprise, the latter having become a 
holding company (liquidated in 1949). 

It was to the Congo that most of 
the fleet withdrew when the Nazis oc- 
cupied Belgium in 1940. Called into 
service by the British Air Ministry, the 
airline contributed heavily to the Allied 
war effort. In 1944, before the war had 
ended, a Sabena plane established the 
first air link between the Congo and 
England, followed a few months later 
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Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina 
—over the routes of National Airlines, 
Pan American and Panagra. 


@ Time its departure on either of 2 flights 
daily from New York. 
@ 6p.M. DC-7Bs from New York to"*B.A.” 


@ 2:30 or 11 p.m. DC-6Bs speed without 
change to inland West Coast cities. 


@ Through cargo to Panama, Colombia, 


5 <=> PANAGRA 


PAN AMERICAN-GRACE AIRWAYS 


e@ For reservations call Panagra’s U.S. 
Sales Agent, Pan American World Airways, 
National, or your Freight Forwarder. 
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by a resumption of the Leopoldville- 
Brussels route. 

Sabena operates a fabulous network 
of air routes in the Congo. It has 25 
lines out of Leopoldville, 11 out of 
Stanleyville, four each out of Elisa- 
bethville and Bukavu, and one out of 
Usumbura. They cover some 21,700 
miles. Intra-Congo and Brussels-Congo 
freight trafie accounted for 20.8% of 
the total ton-kilometers flown on these 
runs between January and June, 1956, 
and 11.2% of the revenues earned. 

The special nature of the Congo 
operaton requires a certain amount of 
autonomy. Brussels hands down the 
top-level decisions; the Congo Divi- 
sion, administered by its own vice pres- 
ident, translates them in terms of local 
conditions. 


Sea-Air Service 

Combination sea-air service between 
Belgium and the Congo, inaugurated in 
the middle of 1953, has caught on and 
is recording important gains. It is 
credited with having been instrumental 
in converting numerous shippers to air. 
The seaborne portion of the service is 
operated by Belgie Maritime Com- 
pagnie; Sabena’s internal network in 
the colony takes care of distribution 
to the interior. Sea-air trafic in 1955 
nearly doubled that in 1954, and the 
first part of 1956 was running at ap- 
proximately the same rate as the pre- 
vious year. Virtually everything is going 
into the Congo—from pens to heavy 
machinery. It sends back to Brussels 
crocodile skins and quinine extract— 
two top commodities, depending on the 
season—as well as such perishables as 
tomatoes and pineapples. Air traffic 
from the Belgian capital to the Congo 
runs about 75% heavier than on the 
back-haul. 

The economy of the Belgian Congo 
has been experiencing definite progress 
and expansion. Official estimates have 
placed last year’s rise in imports as 
10% above the record for 1955, and 
exports 20% above. No firm statistics 


are available as this is being written. 
There is optimism, however, that the 
Belgian Congo’s aggregate foreign 
trade reached the $1 billion mark for 
the first time in its history. About 
20% of this trade is with the United 
States. 


Airport 

Prior to World War I and until 
1949, Sabena operated out of Haren 
Airport which is nearer to the city of 
Brussels. It was the occupying troops 
of Hitler’s Germany who built the new 
airport at Melsbroek, nine miles from 
the city. Leaning on local architecture, 
the airport structures were cleverly 
built in a style which for strategic rea- 
sons camouflaged their true utilization. 
When the Belgians took Melsbroek 
over, it was decided to retain some of 
the buildings at the airport and in 1950 
they erected a terminal of similar de- 


sign. 
The freight of all the IATA carriers 
operating into Melsbroek. — KLM, 


Swissair, SAS, BEA, and El Al—is 
handled by Sabena which has a cargo 
ground staff of 136. It handles its 
own cargo at its stations in the United 
States, Milan, Rome. Paris, Cairo, 
Luxembourg, Athens, Diisseldorf, Co- 
logne, Kanu, Johannesburg, and the 
Congo. At Diisseldorf. for example, 
Sabena also takes care of KLM’s cargo 
handling, while at Frankfurt and 
Munich KLM does the same for Sa- 
bena. The writer picked at random 
the record of a single day’s handling 
of flights at Melsbroek—foreign car- 
riers’ as well as Sabena’s. There were 
32 arrivals and 36 departures. plus 16 
helicopter arrivals and 18 departures. 

All of Sabena’s ground work at the 
airports in the United Kingdom is per- 
formed by BEA. An IATA cargo sales 
agent, Leygonie & Co.. handles it in 
Paris. In Copenhagen and Stockholm, 
it is SAS: in Lisbon. TAP; in Amster- 
dam. KLM; in Barcelona and Madrid. 
Iberia: in Beirut. Aboujaoude: in 
Casablanca, Air France: in Geneva and 


Zurich, Swissair; in Hamburg, Luft- 
hansa; and in Khartoum, Sudan. In 
most countries where other air carriers 
do the ground handling for Sabena, 
they act as general agents for the Bel- 
gians, 

Sabena’s present cargo facilities at 
the airport occupy an area of about 
260 feet by 130 feet in a year-old build- 
ing which still was undergoing finishing 
touches at the time of the writer's 
visit. Movable walls allow for expan- 
sion or contraction of space as needed. 
But these new quarters will be de- 
serted before the personnel become 
fully accustomed to them. Maurice 
Dans, assistant vice president-opera- 
tions, revealed to the writer that the 
new 1,200-foot structure to be built 
along the tarmac next year will house 
a freight section measuring 300 feet 
by 120 feet. It will have the latest 
type of mechanical cargo - handling 
equipment. A conveyor system will 
link one part of the section with the 
other to facilitate movement of inbound 
and outbound freight. 


Typical Shipments 


G. Luypaert, in charge of cargo op- 
erations, acted as the writer’s guide at 
Melsbroek. In the export shed a large 
variety of freight was being readied 
for air transport: Holland lobsters to 
Zurich; Glasgow thermometers and 
domestic newspapers, glassware, mush- 
rooms and cheese to Leopoldville; do- 
mestic oil burners to Manchester; do- 
mestic chemicals to  Elisabethville; 
London movie film to Angola; domestic 
machinery and textiles to London; 
Liége printing material to Luluabourg: 
American-made color film to Rochester 
for processing. Several notable ex- 
amples of packing for export shipment 
(recommended to doubtful shippers) 
found in the export magazine, included 
two metal auto rims from General 
Motors in Pontiac. Michigan. held 
together merely by white tape, des- 
tined to Leopoldville: Ford bumper 
guards, joined by wire. en route to the 


New York 19, N. Y. 


FASTER THAN TAKING 


IT THERE YOURSELF'! 


Dees I> 
SABENA 


BELGIAN Wovdd airRLiNES 


Ship SABENA . .. the speed-way to 
Europe, Africa and the Middle East 


Your cargo to Europe is never a 
“stand-by” in New York .. . be- 
cause daily SABENA cargo service 
and automatic ‘‘booking’”’ through 
to destination keep shipments on 
the move without delay. Specify 
SABENA next time—and see! 

For information call your forward- 
ing agent or the SABENA office 
near you; or write SABENA, 
Dept. FRE—720 Fifth Avenue, 
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LF 


The Only Deep South 
Airfreighter Service 


from, to and between 


NEW YORK 
* 
ATLANTA 
* 
NEW ORLEANS 


with thru rates and airbills to 


EUROPE 
* 
CENTRAL AMERICA 
* 
SOUTH AMERICA 


Daily Service Monday thru Friday 


AAXICO AIRLINES 


Carge Bidg. 4 P. 0. Box 730 
N.Y. International Airport Atlanta Municipal Airport 
Jamaica 30, WN. Y. Atlanta, 
‘ Olympic 6-5965 POplar 6-8356 


P. 0. Bex 20033 
Moisant Airport 
New Orleans, Lo. 
KEnner 71-1466 


‘ 


‘ 


A ready reference 
on aircraft and 
airline operation 


Here's a new book written 
for all airline employees to 
give them a better understand- 
ing of the operational and en- 
gineering aspects of their busi- 
ness. It's the first book to 
treat the broad field of airline 

9 + with phasis on 
the technical viewpoint. 


Technical Aspects of 
Air Transport 
Management 


by R. DIXON SPEAS 
Aviation Consultant 
316 pages, $8.50 
Just Published 


This book deals with all phases of airline 
management and operation in a manner that 
can be easily understood by those in non- 
technical airline work. Covers the operational 
and engineering responsibilities in the air- 
line discussion of current aircraft and current 
aircraft operating procedures. The technical 
viewpoint is applied with particular emphasis 
on efficiencies of operation and cost aspects. 
Contains numerous, informative illustrations 
and charts. 


AIR TRANSPORTATION 
10 BRIDGE STREET = =—«_ NEW YORK 
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same destination; and a London-man- 
ufactured machine resting on a wooden 
skid, bound for Frankfurt. These 
represented only a few of the ship- 
ments with little or no packing— 
hardly an eye-opener for those busi- 
nessmen who have learned to disregard 
the usually higher cost of air trans- 
portation, but who base their true 
distribution costs on a variety of hidden 
factors, not the least of which was 
illustrated by the three shipments— 
two “in the raw,” and the third with 
minimum packing. 

Export merchandise of all types are 
brought into the airport shed on pallets 
so that its eventual transfer can be 
accomplished with no delay. Nine for- 
warding firms maintain loges—cage- 
like rooms—which act as private air- 
port warehouses. 


Customs Clearance 


Normal customs clearance is avail- 
able six days a week for 12 hours a 
day beginning at 8 a.m. On “must” 
shipments such as newspapers, films, 
perishables, ships’ spares, and urgent 
mechanical parts there is seven-day-a- 
week, ‘round-the-clock clearance. After- 
hour customs service is charged at 72 
Belgian frances ($1.44) per hour. 

Sabena has its own customs set-up 
at the airport, handling both inbound 
and outbound. Twenty persons, eight 
of whom are licensed customs brokers, 
are employed in the department. Bel- 
gian customs is called “very coopera- 
tive.” the government and the airline 
department working in close contact. 

“If there is any trouble, its on a 
low level. If it reaches the higher 
authorities, the problem always is 
settled amicably.” 

Sabena has the sweetest city-to-air- 
port transit system this writer has yet 
seen. The underside of the modern 
air terminal on Rue Cardinal Mercier 
is the terminus of a railroad just 20 
minutes from Melsbroek. Over-the- 
road transport time for this distance 
is 30 minutes. Running on _ precise 
schedules of two an hour, from 5 a.m. 
to 1l p.m. daily, it hauls air freight 
to within a few yards of Sabena’s 
cargo facility at the airport. 

The city freight office, which is in 
close proximity to the air terminal, 
stows export shipments into enclosed 
hand trucks—more precisely, mobile 
containers—and lowers them to the 
train in a freight elevator. Unloaded 
at Melsbroek Station, the trucks are 
towed across a road by an electric 
truck to airport customs. Sabena owns 
60 such trucks and “needs more.” 

Originally used for the transport of 
passengers and mail to Melsbroek,. 
Sabena started loading freight on the 
trains in May. 1955. So successful 


has this turned out to be, that most 
of the outgoing and incoming air 
freight moves between city and_air- 
port in this manner. During the first 
nine months of 1956, freight railborne 
from Brussels totaled 459,590 kilos. 
and in the opposite direction 432.384 
kilos. Supplementing the city-airport 
shuttle are Sabena’s five trucks, three 
of which operate in Brussels and two 
in Antwerp. Next year, a new rail 
service to the airport will slash transit 
time to a mere 12 minutes. 

A dozen personnel keep the city 
freight office going. Open from 7 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., it accepts freight up to 
approximately 200 pounds per ship- 
ment. Daily peak periods are between 
10 a.m. and noon, and between 4 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. Paper work is speeded 
up with an intriguing conveyor belt 
system which links all the desks in 
the office. Unlike the practice in other 
countries, air parcel post is accepted 
by Sabena as freight and delivered 
as mail. 

Belgian law requires that copies of 
all airwaybills be maintained on file 
for a period of three years. and all 
postal shipping documents 10 years. 

The freight booking department at 
headquarters has a_ staff of 25 who 
work three shifts a day. beginning at 
7 a.m. and winding up at 10 p.m. Nine 
booking boards in duplicate virtually 
cover the walls. Telexes rocket into 
the big. airy room through a pneumatic- 
tube system. A glance at some simple 
statistics proved the shipper-acceptance 
of advance booking. In 1954 a total 
of 17.419 demands for booked space 
was recorded as against 599 cancella- 
tions. A vear later demands had risen 
to 23.718 and cancellations to 877. 
And through September, 1956. de- 
mands were at 23.310 and cancella- 
tions at 600. 


Belgian Grapes 


Grape growers are giving air freight 
an increasing play. Out of the 800 
ions of grapes exported to the United 
Kingdom last year, Sabena hauled 225 
tons. Primary tests recently made on 
Belgium’s hothouse-grown grapes _ in- 
dicate they are good for wine pressing. 
England is airimporting them in great- 
er quantities. Picked up at the growers’ 
at 6 p.m.. the grapes. packed in small. 
light-weight boxes. are trucked to the 
airport and placed aboard the first 
available plane to London and/or 
Manchester. Delivery is effected the 
same evening and can be on sale to 
milady the next morning. 

Sabena’s European all-cargo serv- 
ices operate between Brussels and 
Cologne. Dusseldorf. Nuremberg, Am- 
sterdam. Copenhagen. London, Dublin, 
Milan. Paris. and Nice. The newest 
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all-cargo link between Brussels and 
Nice, operated with Dakotas, (C-47s), 
is on a_two-a-week basis. General 
cargo is flown to the French city, with 
return hauls consisting principally of 
flowers. 

Belgium’s industrial activity is ex- 
panding and today stands at record 
levels. In the last-reported quarter of 
1956 (July-September), the country’s 
industrial output rose 4% above the 


corresponding 1955 period, while ex- 
ports increased 18%—this at a time 
of normal seasonal decline. Sabena is 


keeping pace with the national effort 
to maintain the rising export market, 
relying on such tools as outright sales- 
manship, sales promotion, and market 
research which at present is concen- 
trated on Belgium’s important machine 
and textile industries. Informed quar- 
ters consider Belgium’s current pros- 
perity as one of the soundest in all of 
Europe. Against a backdrop of full 
employment, maximum industrial out- 
put, and ready domestic and foreign 
markets for her goods, is the ever- 
present danger of building inflationary 
pressures. Despite the fact that the 
degree of inflation suffered by Belgium 
is small as compared with almost all 
of the neighboring countries, she is 
taking no chances. Premier Achille 
van Acker recently announced a series 
of wage, price, and profit controls de- 
signed to safeguard the nation’s econ- 
omy. 


1958 Exhibition 


The entire nation is looking forward 
to the 1958 Brussels Universal and In- 
ternational Exhibition which. as ex- 
pressed by Baron Moens de Fernig. 
will “present a synthesis with a view 
to a new humanism.” Opening April 
3. 1958, it will run continuously through 
November 2, 1958. The exposition site 
will occupy 500 acres. The upper 
echelons of Sabena’s administration 
are playing a vital role in planning 
for the world’s fair. 

Sabena’s management admittedly is 
paying closer attention to the future 
prospects of air cargo. Hints of this 
were evident to the writer in many dif- 
ferent ways, not the least of which were 
the declared attitudes of President 
Deswarte and Vice President Pacco. At 
lunch with Pacco and Michiels 
day. the vice president asserted in an 
unsolicited statement that he would in- 
stitute a stepped-up cargo-promotion 
campaign in the near future. The ap- 
pointment of Michiels as cargo man- 
ager coincided with a more concen- 
trated effort in that direction. There 
is no playing down the undisputed 
fact that the passenger business ranks 
king in the company (as it does with 
every combination carrier in the world). 


one 


but management appears to be willing 
to be shown that the freight people 
eventually will do for the airline what 
they did for the railroad and steam- 
ship companies. The big bottleneck, 
everyone agrees, is the universal lack 
of a proper airfreighter. 

Consider the nine-year build-up of 
the freight “baby,” almost with no 
prompting: from 3,064,636 revenue 
ton-kilometers of freight carried in 
1947 to 24,671,418 revenue ton-kilom- 
eters in 1955, the last reported full 
year. Take this simple statement ex- 
tracted from Sabena’s Board of Di- 
rectors’ Report to the Belgian General 
Assembly, dated October 1, 1956. and 
covering the year 1955: 

“The volume of freight carried has 
increased by 10.1% 1954 and 
represents 25.9% of the total volume 
of traffic. Freight revenue has _ in- 
creased by 15.1% ... Cargo revenue 
contributed 13.3% to the 1955 total rev- 
enue.” (The 13.3% figure refers to 
scheduled freight only. Including char- 
ters. the figure is 15.47%.) 


over 


Getting Closer 


Sabena is about a third of the way 
toward that magical point where freight 
earns equal “respectability” with pas- 
sengers. Revenue from the carriage 
of passengers on scheduled flights (bag- 


gage is included in this figure) was 
65.6% of the total, or 68.49% count- 
ing non-scheduled flights. Mail and 


parcel post, another form of cargo but 
reckoned apart from freight. produced 
7.58% of every franc earned. 

This writer has dallied with a sheaf 
of freight statistics and has come up 
with a revealing picture. In the nine- 
year span ending 1955. freight carried 
on Sabena’s European routes accounted 
for an average of 13.36°° of the total 
(freight, mail, and passengers) ton- 
kilometers flown, and an average of 
9.91% of the total revenue earned. On 
the Brussels-Congo routes. the propor- 
tion of freight ton-kilometers flown to 
the total averaged 18.44°7 yearly. and 
the freight revenue 10.47% of the 
whole. Inside Africa. an average of 
35.26% of the ton-kilometers was pro- 
duced by freight which gave the com- 
pany 23.01% of the total 
revenue. Over the highly competitive 
North Atlantic, 18.33% of all the ton- 
kilometers flown and 11.03% of all the 
revenue earned here represented freight. 

Further study of these statistics has 
shown that, in most cases. a definite 
trend of acceleration occurred — be- 
ginning with 1950. Between 1947 and 
1949, the average freight slices of the 
total ton-kilometers flown and revenue 
earned by the entire system each of 
these years were 12.3% and 7.37%, 
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respectively. However. in the next six 


All Delta | 
Flights Carry 
airFREIGHT 


~ me 


Serving 60 Cities in 
7 Countries 


Leading companies in nearly every 
field have learned how to improve 
distribution, build sales and cut 
costs with Delta airFREIGHT. Find 
out what flying freight can do for 
you, how to “air” your shipping 
problems. For answers to specific 
questions—or complete shipping 
analysis, free—call your local rep- 
resentative of Delta airFREIGHT. 
Or write to: 


AIR LINES 


— 


Formerly Opereting os Delta Cas 


cago to Germany via 
Montreal and Shannon 
* Direct to Istanbul, Beirut, 
Baghdad and Teheran 
via Germany 


For information on rates 
and schedules or for 
confirmed space 
CONTACT YOUR 
AGENT or 


cirFREIGHT Dept., Atlanta Airport, 
Atlanta, Georgia 
as sesceeeses : : ot 
YOUR CARGO 
iat TRAVELS 
EEE “FIRST CLASS” 
33 VIA 
Hit. LUPTHANSA 
¢ Regular- : : 
service New : 
York to Europe ‘t 
¢ Exclusive —Chi- se. 


LUFTHANSA 


| 
| 
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| 


Air Cargo Division, 132 Front Street 
555 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, MU 2-9100 
OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 
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years, the freight ton-kilometer aver- 
age had risen to 23.1% of the whole, 
and freight revenue to 14.72°. 
Operating out of Brussels is a fleet 
consisting of 14 four-engined trans- 
ports (two DC-4s, four DC-6s, two 
DC-6As, eight DC-6Bs, and three 
DC-7s), 19 twin-engined aircraft (six 
DC-3s, four C-47s, four CV-240s, and 
five CV-440s), and eight S-58 heli- 
copters. In Africa are seven DC-4s, six 
C-47s, two C-49s, and 10 DC-3s. Sa- 
bena has on order six DC-7Cs, four 
Boeing 707 jets, and seven CV-440s. 
More than two years ago there was 
an attempt in Brussels to form a virile 
air freight consolidation organization 
patterned on the successful Frank- 
furter Luftfrachtkontor, of Frankfurt, 
Germany. The outgrowth of this at- 
tempt came to be known as Belgroupair, 
a combine of 17 forwarding com- 
panies.* But, according to C. C. Slab- 
binck, director of the 50-year-old in- 
ternational freight forwarding firm, 
Agence Maritime A. Freyman & Van 
Loo, Brussels, “it is only a paper or- 
ea 
ganization.” In a nutshell, Belgroup- 
air, as it stands at this moment, is a 
dormant entity. Whether life will be 
breathed into it remains to be seen. 
Freyman & Van Loo, which origi- 
nated in Ostend but currently has its 
headquarters in Antwerp, has been in 
the air cargo business more than two 
decades, Slabbinck said. The firm was 
one of the first in Brussels, center of 
_* Agence Continentale & Anglaise, 
S.A.; S. A. Edmond Depaire; Agence 
Maritime A. Freyman & Van Loo; Louis 
Ghémar, S.A.; Gondrand Fréres, S.A.; 
F. Halbart & Cie.; S.A. Léon Loward & 
Co.; Somara, S.A.; Transports Maritimes 
Terrestres & Aériens Natural (Bel- 
rique), S.A.; S.A. Rematex: A. 
Permandt; J. Spinhayer & Co., S./ 
Transex, S.A.; F. Van de Moortel; Van- 
den Berghe Fréres; Nile Cie Ardennaise 
de Transports & Messageries Van Gend, 


S.A.; Transports Internationaux Zieg- 
ler & Co. 


MICRO-SWITCH 
MICRO SWITCH is distributed by 
PEERLESS. MICRO SWITCH preci- 
sion switches are small in size, high in 
electrical capacity, long in life. TS toggle 
switches give superior performance as 
well as conforming to AN and/or JAN 
specs. MICRO SWITCH is one of 


dozens of major manufacturers who select 
PEERLESS as a Distributor. 


distributed by 


PEERLESS is one of America’s leading 
Aviation Electronics Distributors. Or- 
ders are shipped on time from 
PEERLESS’ own warehouses. PEER- 
LESS’ tremendous growth, with the 
Aviation Industry, is your assurance of 
excellent service, low price, complete 
reliability. Write on your letterhead for 
FREE 1956 Edition of PEERLESS’ 
veluable 1400 page ELECTRONICS 
BUYER’S GUIDE. 


PEERLESS tit’. 


92.32 MERRICK RD. JAMAICA 33, N.Y. REpublic 9-6080 


the country’s air activity, to sign as 
an IATA cargo sales agent. Maintain- 
ing five offices throughout Belgium, it 
acts as a Belgian agency for Air Ex- 
press International. 

“Twenty-five percent of our working 
staff in Brussels is assigned to air,” 
Slabbinck stated. “Yes, I can say that 
our air business is increasing year by 
year. Our main traffic is across the 
Atlantic. Since last September we have 
been consolidating freight from Brus- 
sels to the Congo.” . 

The writer had the opportunity to 
discuss briefly the air freight situation 
in Austria with Sabena’s Austrian man- 
ager, Albert Devesse. 

“In Austria the shippers are 20 
years behind the times,” Devesse as- 
serted. “Yes, air freight is building 
up, but it is-a slow process. All the 
airlines have been working hard to edu- 
cate the shippers, and the results are 
first beginning to show. The freight 
forwarders? So far as air is con- 
cerned, they are doing practically noth- 
ing. What I mean is that they have 
made no attempt to introduce the 
shipper to air freight. They merely 
follow the shippers’ instructions. The 
biggest export commodity is textiles. 
Most of the Austrian business is cen- 
tered in and around Vienna.” 


London Operation 


The writer spent some time at Lon- 
don Airport with Stanley Boguski, Sa- 
bena’s freight representative there. The 
young man—he is a native Pole who 
majored in economics at the Irish col- 
lege from which he graduated—has 
been with the airline eight years. He 
heads up all of Sabena’s cargo opera- 
tions at the airport, which, for the most 
part, means supervising BEA’s handling 
of the Belgian carrier’s freight. 

BEA weekly handles some 320,000 
kilos of export freight for its own net- 
work as well as the carriers for which 
it performs ground services. Loading 
is done on the tarmac at London Air- 
port Central where all the European 
carriers, with the exception of KLM, 
are located. The actual physical oper- 
ation is performed by gangs, super- 
visors, and equipment of the Ministry 
of Transport and Aviation; BEA sup- 
plies a head loader. 

Groupage forms only a small part 
of the freight out of England, Boguski 
said. Charters are sporadic. The im- 
portant export points are Belgium, 
Belgian Congo, and West Germany or 
South Africa, in that order. From the 
imports side, Belgium again ranks 
first, with West Germany and Italy 
following. 

Generally speaking. London cargo 
agents do not discriminate against for- 
eign carriers. Only in a very few cases 
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has “Fly British” sentiment been 
noted, and this was expressed mainly 
by a “small but hard core of direct 
shippers.” 

L. O'Callaghan, who became asso- 
ciated with Sabena more than five 
years ago, is the airline’s only cargo 
representative in the United Kingdom. 
He reiterated what many other British 
air cargo men have told the writer on 
his previous visits to England: 

“There is a tremendous potential for 
air freight in the United Kingdom. It’s 
amazing how many shippers still don’t 
realize how much money they can save 
by air.” 

Seventy-five percent of Sabena’s 
freight in that country comes from 
cargo agents. Top-ranking export 
commodities are textiles and clothing. 
Next in order are machinery and elec- 
trical equipment, and Canadian and 
Russian furs. A fair amount of per- 
ishables is imported each year, but 
this is a seasonal type of traffic. The 
writer's visit to London coincided with 
the fixing of a charter for the trans- 
port of five German cigarette machines 
in a DC-4, from Duesseldorf to Stan- 
leyville. A sixth machine went via 
regular DC-6A_ service. Instone Air 
Transport Ltd represents Sabena on 
the Baltic Exchange. 


U. S. Cargo 


From his office at 720 Fifth Avenue, 
in New York, Edward G. Wichta su- 
pervises Sabena’s cargo effort in the 
United States. Closest to him in the 
push for a larger slab of the air freight 
pie are Francis de Matlachowski, as- 
sistant cargo sales manager, and Joseph 
James, New York regional cargo sales 
manager. James’ sales area encom- 
passes Boston, Pittsburgh, and Phila- 
delphia, as well as the home base. 

Czech-born and a former practising 
Government attorney in his native 
country in the middle 1930s, Wichta 
came to Sabena in 1951. In the inter- 
vening time he worked in executive 
capacities for the Czechoslovak Small 
Arms Company, Ltd., at Brno Czecho- 
slovakia, and Bucharest, Rumania; 
Secretary General for Armament to 
the Czech Ministry of Industry in Lon- 
don (Free Czech Government) ; flying 
officer in the Royal Air Force; and ex- 
port manager for Skoda Works in 
Prague. Starting with the Belgian air- 
line as cargo traffic manager at New 
York International Airport, he moved 
into the post of station manager there, 
and in April, 1955, was brought into 
United States headquarters as cargo 
sales manager. He is a master of four 
languages and admits to a working 
knowledge of two more. 

“Where does the bulk of our busi- 
ness come from?” Wichta said in re- 
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sponse to a routine request. “The for- 
warders, of course. They give us about 
two-thirds of our United States busi- 
ness. We love the forwarders, | must 
say.” 

Sabena has agreements with 283 
cargo sales agencies in the United 
States, but “only 84 are active and all 
the others are spotty.” The agents are 


in contact with the airline’s 23 of- 
fices in the country. Offices also are 


located in Toronto and Mexico City. 
Consolidations are growing, especially 
those destined to Johannesburg and 
Leopoldville. 

“We have increased cargo space on 
our planes to accommodate the greater 
volume of freight going to South Africa 
and the Congo,” Wichta stated. 

Last November Sabena put into ser- 
vice on the North Atlantic run its see- 
ond modified DC-6A combination plane 
specially designed for carrying 38 pas- 
sengers and 9,000 pounds of freight. 
The aircraft, modified in the company’s 
own maintenance shops abroad. fea- 
tures extra-large loading doors for out- 
size shipments. DC-7 service was in- 
augurated last month. 

About 70% of the export shipments 
are generated by New York IATA 
cargo sales agents. consolidators. and 
direct shippers. Now Wichta is start- 
ing to organize the interior United 
States where the carrier plans to plav 
a much larger role among export and 
import shippers. 

“Our most important items are. more 
or less, like those of the other Atlantic 


carriers.” Wichta said: “that is—in 
the order of their weight—machinerv 
and parts, textiles. and drugs and 
— ——— 


CAB 


(Continued from Page 13) 


Oscar Bakke, present director of the Bureau 
of Safety Regulation. Two new positions 
were created in the Bureau of Safety: as- 
sociate director (regulations) and associate 
director (investigation). Another new posi- 
tion of associate director (international) 
has been created in the Bureau of Air 
Operations. Raymond Sawyer has _ been 
named to the post, handling responsibilities 
in connection with United States flag air 
carriers, foreign air carriers, and negotia- 
tion of international air agreements. An- 
other new position — associate director 
(domestic) —filled by Irving Roth, Chief of 
the Rates Division, will concentrate on 
domestic problems and operations. Title of 
the secretary has been changed to secretary 
and comptroller. 


Eastern Air Lines and American Air- 
lines have received permission to fly non- 
stop between New York and St. Louis, 
putting them in competition with TWA. 
Fastern’s application to serve Cincinnati 
on a New York-St. Louis route was denied. 


certificates have been 
intra-Alaska and one 


Permanent 
awarded to seven 


Hawaiian airline. These are: Alaska—Alas- 
ka Coastal: Cordova: Ellis; Northern Con- 


pharmaceuticals. The bulk of our ex- 
port weight goes to Belgium. Follow- 
ing in importance are Africa, West 
Germany, and Italy.” 

The cargo division here has only 18 
personnel assigned to it, including nine 
at Idlewild, comprising about 7% of 
Sabena’s entire North American or- 
ganization. Its steadily bettering rec- 
ord of achievement is mute testimony 
to the impact the airline has had on 
the direct and indirect shipper. In 
1955, a total of 509,062 pounds of East- 
bound freight was hauled by the Bel- 
gian carrier. This figure had already 
been surpassed by more than 80,000 
pounds in the first 10 months of 1956— 
with the hectic Christmas season still 
to go. Export weight at that point was 
reported to be some 60° above that 
of the previous year, with a smacking 
good 20% increase in revenue. Sabena 
currently is carrying approximately 5% 
of all the freight zooming out of Idle- 
wild, Wichta said. 

Considering the size of Wichta’s 
United States organization, it would 
appear it is doing a valiant job for 
the company. Between January and 
October last. the 18-man unit produced 
11.2% of Sabena’s total Eastbound 
revenue; and if one is inclined to in- 
clude mail and diplomatic pouches. the 
estimate can be revised upward to 
somewhere between 12% and 15%. 

A big job remains to be done. To 
put it more explicitly—a gargantuan 
iob. But, as F.-R. Michiels stated con- 
fidently back in Brussels: 

“Nothing is going to stop air freight 
from growing. T want only to make it 
grow a little faster.” vee 


Reeve Aleutian; Wien Alaska. 
Trans-Pacific. 


According to Nor- 
man H. Golden, chief 
engineer for Riddle 
Airlines, the cargo- 
carriers T-category 
version of the C-46 
will carry approxi- 
mately one additional 
ton of freight over the 
present version. Speed 
of the modified air- 
freighter will increase to between 225 and 
230 miles per hour at 9,000 feet. 


First DC-7C went into Sabena opera- 
tion last month with an inaugural flight 
from New York to Brussels. The Belgian 
airline has 10 such transports ordered. 


Trans-Canada Air Lines has placed 
an order with Vickers-Armstrongs (Air- 
craft) Ltd. for 20 turboprop Vanguard 
transports at a cost of $67.1 million. The 
order represents the largest single commer- 
cial dollar export purchase placed in Britain 
since World War II. It was reported that 
the 420-mile-an-hour planes will be placed 
in service on TCA’s routes to New York 
and Chicago. Deliveries will begin in the 
Fall of 1960. Including the airline’s previous 
orders for 38 Viscounts and four DC8s, the 


solidated: 
Hawaii 


latest purchase brings its investment in 
new-type equipment to $133.7 million. 

Aerovias Ecuatorianas is the seventh 
airline and the first in South America to 
purchase the Fairchild F-27 twin-engine 
propjet transport. It has an option for an 
additional F-27. Set for delivery early next 
year, the Equadorean airline will operate 
the plane on its interior routes. 


Allegheny Airlines has purchased one 
Martin Executive and optioned two addi- 
tional transports of the same type. The 
additional aircraft will bring Allegheny’s 
Executive fleet to eight. 

Hunting-Clan Air Transport, Ltd. 
has signed a contract for the purchase of 
two Bristol Britannias. An option was 
taken for one additional aircraft. Delivery 
will begin in May of next year. The Hunt- 
ing-Clan order raises the total ¢f Britan- 
nias sold to 62. It is the fifth airline to 
purchase the big turboprop. 


Lockheed’s C-130 
Hercules, propjet 
military cargo and 
personnel transport, 
established a new 
speed record for the 
plane recently when 
it flew a distance of 
755 nautical miles in 
an hour and 45 min- 
utes, an average speed 
miles per hour. (See Hercules in 
last month’s issue.) It was a 
flight with a standard production 


of 425 
Action in 
routine 
model. First C-130’s were delivered to the 
Air Force last month 


Flight testing is scheduled to begin on 


AIR-SEA FORWARDERS, Inc. 


Registered by CAB © FMB No. 682 
Authorized [ATA Air Cargo Agents 

406 S. Main St., Los Angeles 13, California 

Phone: MAdison 6-436! 


AMERICAN 
SHIPPERS 


INC. 


AMERICA'S LEADING 
AIRFREIGHT FORWARDER 


BARNETT INT'L. 
FORWARDERS, INC. 


Ci _5-6080 


543 W. 43rd St., N. Y. Cc. 


J. D. Smith Inter-Ocean, Inc. 
CAB-Registered Air Freight Forwarders 
Authorized IATA Air Cargo Agent 


53 Broadway Cargo Service Bidg. 
New York 6, N. Y. Idlewild Airport 
BO 9-2332 OL 6-5870 


H. G. OLLENDORFF, INC. 


CAB-Registered Air Freight Forwarders 


Authorized IATA Air Cargo Agent 
239-243 W. 68th St., New York 23, N. Y. 


Phone: TRafaigar 4-0156 
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Artist's conception of the ski-and-wheel 
version of the Lockheed Hercules. 


a ski-equipped Hercules. Designed by Lock- 
heed’s Georgia Division at Marietta, record- 
sized skis have been fitted to a production 
C-130A. The main gear skis are 19% feet 
by 5’ feet and the nose ski 9% feet by 
5‘ feet. Both wheels and skis retract. The 
ice-landing equipment adds some 4,400 
pounds to the propjet. Nevertheless, Lock- 
heed confidently expects the Hercules to 
“outperform any military transport plane 
ever put into service in Polar areas.” 


The British Ministry of Supply has 
ordered three more Bristol Britannias for 
the Royal Air Force. The RAF previously 
ordered 10 of these transports. This is the 
same plane purchased by Northeast Air- 
lines for service along the East Coast 
United States. 

g 


U. S. Air Carriers 


American: Eugene 
C. Taylor succeeds J. 
B. Montgomery, re- 
signed, as vice presi- 
lent-maintenance and 
engineering .. . John 
H. Mahoney appoint- 
ed director of traffic 

Norman L. Hess 
named Los Angeles 
district sales man- 
ager, and Frank M. Burg appointed West- 
ern regional director of sales. 


Bonanza: Larry Decker upped to as- 
sistant to the vice president-traffic 
Phil Mench promoted to sales representa- 
tive in charge of Reno and Northern 
Nevada. 


Central: Hugh L. Gordon transferred 
from Oklahoma City to Dallas as station 
manager. 


National: Stanley Gewirtz, formerly 
vice president and assistant to the presi- 
dent of the Air Transport Association, 
elected vice president ... Richard A. Fitz- 
gerald, assistant vice president in Washing- 
ton, moved up to vice president 
William B. Cauldwell, director of economic 
research, promoted to assistant treasurer. 


Fitzgerald Gewirtz 
National National 


Northwest: Orville C. Akre returns to 
Madison as district sales manager. 


Pan American: Norman Chandler, 


president of The Los Angeles Times, and 
Roger Lewis, executive vice president of 
PAA in charge of development and defense 
projects, elected to the board of directors 
George S. Morley named director- 
station manager at Nassau, Bahamas. 


Panagra: Cyrus S. Collins, assistant 
vice president since 1953, elevated to vice 
president-sales and traffic . . . Other new 
posts in the sales and traffic department: 
Richard W. Sylvester, director of sales and 
trafic; Don B. Wilson, U. S. sales man- 
ager; William J. Bird, agency and inter- 
line sales manager; and Gordon K. Mce- 
Coun, South American sales manager. 


Lake Collins 
Seaboard Panagra 


Seaboard: Robert W. Lake, veteran of 
a quarter-century in the transportation in- 
dustry, appointed director of interline sales. 
He joined the airline in 1950. 


Slick: Alwin W. 
Johnson, formerly vice 
president and _ trea- 
surer of Southwest 
Airways, named vice 
president and direc- 
tor of finance of the 
all-cargo airline. 

United: Glen E. 
Wolfe and Peter Per- 
kins appointed assis- 
tant district sales 
managers in the re- 
spective cities of San 
Johnson Francisco and Hono- 
Slick lulu. 


Foreign Air Carriers 


Japan: Tony Di Maria (ex-Barnett In- 
ternational) named cargo sales representa- 
tive in New York. 


KLM: Dirk J. Koeleman, redesignated 
vice president and general manager of the 
United States Division. Paul A. Gideonse 
has been named vice president-sales, and 
Edward R. de Vries vice president-finance, 
likewise in the United States Division. 


Koel Gid de Vries 


KLM vice presidents 


Varig: Maurice Ellis (ex-Pan Am and 
Braniff) appointed district sales manager 
for New England. 
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Indirect Air Carriers 


Airborne Freight Corp.: Howard C. 
Rolie, San Francisco district manager, ap- 
pointed vice president and assistant gen- 
eral manager Carlos Nolck named 
representative in Caracas. 


Traffic & Export 


Westinghouse Electric Corp.: Charles 
D. Duffy appointed general trafic manager 
with offices in Pittsburgh. 


Canada Dry: David S. Taylor named 
export and government sales manager, re- 
sponsible for developing sales through 
military and export channels. 


Purchasing 


Vulcan Containers Inc.: John F. Ovsik 
promoted to director of purchases. 


Aircraft & Accessories 


Bristol: Alec Symon named manager of 
the new Sales Engineering Section. 


Lockheed Aircraft Service, Inc.: 
D. O. Wood appointed vice president- 
operations for the firms and its subsid- 
iaries. He was formerly executive vice 
president and general manager of the Hycon 
Manufacturing Co., Santiago, Chile. 


Martin International: George B. 
Shaw, vice president-procurement and for- 
mer director of commercial sales, named 
president. 


Sperry Gyroscope: Carl G. Holschuh, 
executive vice president and general man- 
ager, appointed president and _ general 
manager .. . Dr. Carl A. Frische named 
executive vice president. 


Vickers-Armstrongs: George E. Ed- 
wards, managing director, knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth. He is now Sir George, 


Edwards, K. B. 


Materials Handling 


Acme Steel: Fred M. Gillies elected 
chairman and chief executive officer 
Guy T. Avery elected president and chief 
administration officer . . . Carl J. Sharp 
continues as chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 


Miscellaneous 


Aircraft Industries Association: Ad- 
miral Dewitt C. Ramsey, USN (Ret.) 
elected vice chairman of the board of 
governors, and General Orval R. Cook 
USAF (Ret.) president . . . Malcolm P. 
Ferguson, president, Bendix Aviation Cor- 
poration, elected chairman of the board for 
the first half of 1957; and Whitley C. 
Collins, president, Northrop Aircraft, Inc., 
chairman for the second half. 


Aviation Distributors & Manufac- 
turers Association: Newly elected officers 
—J. Turner Moore, Jr., president; Francis 
L. Hine and D. H. Hollowell, vice presi- 
dents; C. A. Deguez, Paul Miller, Norman 
E. Roberts, and John S. Gillespie, directors. 


Civil Aeronautics Administration: 
James T. Pyle, aviation veteran, sworn in 
as Administrator of Civil Aeronautics. 


Conveyor Equipment Manufactur- 
ers Association: Newly elected officers— 
J. H. Walker, president; Adrian W. Rich, 
vice president; H. E. Murken, treasurer; 
J. B. Nordholt, Jr., secretary; L. J. John- 
son, R. Y. MacIntyre, and Frank J. Shude, 
directors. E. E. Boberg, retiring president, 
continues as a director. Executive vice 
president is R. C. Sollenberger. 
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Independent Military Air Transport 
Association: Grove Webster elected pres- 
ident and a member of the board. Other 
board members: O. Roy Chalk, O. L. Mor- 
row, Reed Pigman, and Jesse F. Stallings. 


Institute of Aeronautical Sciences: 
Mundy I. Peale, president, Republic Avia- 
tion Corporation, elected president for 1957. 


Material Handling Institute: George 
G. Raymond, Jr., president, The Raymond 
Corporation, elected MHI president for an- 
other term. R. L. Fairbank, vice presi- 
dent, Towmotor Corporation, elected first 
vice president; and Eugene Caldwell, vice 
president-general manager, Hyster Com- 
pany, second vice president. 


_ National Business Aircraft Associa- 
tion: Richard W. Groux appointed assist- 
ant to the executive director. 


A new communi- 
cations center, which 
for the first time con- 
solidates an air freight 
forwarder’s overseas 
cable system, domes- 
tic teletype network, 
and customer infor- 
mation unit, has been 
set up by Air Express 
International in its 
terminal at New York International Air- 
port. Reportedly developed by AEI, the 
system aims at stepping up the speed of 
air shipments. 

According to Charles L. Gallo, AEI pres- 
ident, the system is cutting the time nor- 
mally required for consignor-to-consignee 
delivery. This is how it works: AEI’s domes- 
tic teletypes feed advance information to 


AEI's customer information unit accept- 
ing pickup order on overseas air cargo. 


the center at Idlewild, then relayed to 
foreign gateways by cable. Instructions are 
sent to the export gateway and destination 
point immediately following pickup from 
the shipper. Arrangements for the first 
possible overseas departure are expedited, 
while the way is cleared for customs clear- 
ance and door delivery at destination. 

An important feature of AEI’s new sys- 
tem is the customer information unit linked 
to all lines into and out of the terminal, 
thereby enabling the operators to provide 
shippers with precise information concern- 
ing the status of their freight at any time. 
Gallo pointed out that the consolidation of 
the company’s communications with air- 
port operations resulted in the elimination 
of all relay time lags. 

With respect to AEI’s operations in Latin 
America, Alvin B. Beck, executive vice 
president, indicated recently that in a move 
to step up its services in that area, the 
company has appointed new agencies lo- 


cated in an area extending from Panama 
to Santiago, Chile. Among these is Pantra, 
Panamanian customs brokerage firm, which 
operates a delivery fleet covering the Isth- 
mus. 


With the closing of the famed Produce 
Exchange Building in New York—it will be 
torn down to make room for a modern 
skyscraper—Peter A. Bernacki, Inc. and its 
subsidiary, Cross-World Travel, Inc. have 
moved to new city headquarters located at 
26 Broadway. Bernacki also has a facility 
in the new Cargo Building at Idlewild Air- 
port. 


A new office located at Arenales 1339, 
Buenos Aires, has been established by 
Pan - Maritime Cargo Service, Inc. It is 
managed by Rene Colombres Garmendia. 
The Argentine office, the third foreign facil- 
ity to be set up in the past three years, will 
serve as a base for the contemplated open- 
ing of Brazilian services. Other foreign 
ofices are in operation in Caracas and 
Frankfurt. Headquarters are in New York. 


Cuban Colonial Air Express Corp. 
has been authorized to engage in air freight 
forwarding operations between Miami and 
Cuba. It accepts packages in New York as 
well, transporting them to the Miami gate- 
way by common carrier vehicle. No consoli- 
dations are performed in New York. Traffic 
is solicited only in Cuba. 


The word from 
Washington is that 
bigwigs at the Post 
Office are working out 
details of a new plan 
which would do away 
with the current 6¢ 
air- mail service and 
replace it with a 5¢ 
service for all first- 
class mail. All long- 
distance first-class mail would be diverted 
to air. It remains to be seen what Congress 
will think of the idea. It’s bound to provoke 
plenty of debate. 


Foreign Com- 
merce Club of New 
York, Ine.: Gus P. 
Chiarello, president, 
has announced _ the 
club’s sports and out- 
ing program under 
the direction of Char- 
les S. Morelli, chair- 
man: Florida Golf 
Outing and Excur- 
sion, Miami Beach, Florida (March 21-26) ; 
Steamship Owners, Brokers, Agents and 
Underwriters Day, Yonkers, New York 
(May 16); Track and Field Day, Travers 
Island, New York (June 12); Exporters, 
Forwarders, Packers and Bankers Day, 
Haworth, New Jersey (July 18); Stevedor- 
ing, Towing and Other Service Affiliations 
Day, East Williston, Long Island, New 
York (August 13); Railroad, Draymen, 
Carloaders and Airlines Day, Port Washing- 
ton, Long Island, New York (September 
12); Past Presidents Day, Boonton, New 
Jersey (October 3). 


Export Managers Club of Chicago. 
Inc.: Walter B. Pfeiffer, vice-president, 
Engineering Equipment Company, has been 
appointed to the board of directors of the 
club. He completes the unexpired term of 
the late Kenneth O, Ostman. 


New England Export Club, Inc., 
Boston: Market Development was the topic 
of discussion at the Export Service Com- 


mittee’s round table session held at the 
University Club last month. Acting chair- 
man was Ed Bemis. Discussed were research 
and surveys, establishment of distribution 
channels, and export and import controls. 


U. S. Air Carriers 


American: Air 
freight last year to- 
talled over 75 million 
ton-miles, 8.4% above 
the 1955 figure — a 
new industry high. 
During December AA 
became the first air- 
line in the world to 
exceed eight million 
ton-miles in a single 


month. 


New York: The total of 608,040 pounds 
of freight flown by the hélicopter airline 
last year represented an increase of 134,- 
255 pounds over 1955. Express rose 58,328 
pounds to a new high of 1,917,618 pounds. 


Riddle: According to John Paul Riddle, 
president, an estimate of more than 40 mil- 
lion pounds of freight—a 100% increase 
over 1955—has been set for 1956. The all- 
cargo line is shooting for a 50% increase 
in 1957—60 million pounds. 


United: Estimates for 1956 include a 
record 51.3 million ton-miles of freight, an 
increase of 27% over the previous year. 
Express, with an estimated 13.3 ton-miles, 
was up 4%. W. A. Patterson, president, 
predicted new records for 1957. 


Foreign Air Carriers 


Air France: Freight traffic for the first 
nine months of 1956 showed a 14.5% in- 
crease over the figure for the similar period 
of the year before. A total of 54,194,561 
ton-kilometers of freight was flown. 


Japan: JAL international cargo rose 
from a total of 685,000 pounds in 1955 to 
1,260,000 pounds in 1956. Interesting to 
note that the airline hauled only 285,000 
pounds in 1954. 


KLM: Last year 23,600 tons of freight 
were carried on world routes as compared 
with 20,300 tons in 1955. Freight sales rose 
to 43,497,500 ton miles, an increase of 16%. 


Lufthansa: A total of 4,364,534 pounds 
of freight was flown in the German air- 
line’s first full calendar year. 


SAS: In the fiscal year October, 1955- 
September, 1956 more than 2,270,000 
pounds of revenue cargo was flown across 
the North Atlantic, accounting for an in- 
crease of 20% over the previous fiscal year. 
Transpolar cargo (280,000 pounds) nearly 
doubled. Anker Palvig, cargo sales man- 
ager in the United States, foresees a freight 
volume in 1957 that would “match or better 
the gains of 1955-56.” 


Trans-Canada: Freight increased 19% 
during 1956 with approximately 11,815,000 
ton-miles estimated. Some 2,590,000 ton- 
miles of express were flown, a rise of 20% 
over 1955. 


Indirect Air Carriers 


Air Express International: Net op- 
erating revenues of AEI and its subsidi- 
aries went up 29% for 1956, to a total of 
$2,252.189. Charles L. Gallo, president, 
estimated total customer billings for all 
three companies at $7,923,749, up 12% over 
1955. Gross billings exceeding $10 million 
for 1957 were forecast by Gallo. Outbound 
air shipments totalled approximately 7,197,- 
350 pounds last year (5,794,254 pounds in 
1955), billed at $3,963,632 ($3,214,956 in 
1955). Traffic statistics for inbound air 
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Fork lift is edging 8' x 5° x 5!/' Sky Van, aluminum container, into a Slick Airways 
DC-6A airfreighter. The Sky Van, invented and developed by the coast-to-coast air 
cargo line, is aimed at providing fast, economical long-distance hauling of household 
goods. Four such units will handle the average household (6,000 pounds). The Sky 
Van Division, originated and managed by Edward E. Breault, operates in this manner: 
One day before actual moving, it dispatches packing and crating crews to the cus- 
tomer's home. On moving day the Sky Van is sent to the home and loaded with 
household effects. Transported to the airport, it is lifted into a cargoplane, flown 
to destination airport, and trucked to the new address where the container is unloaded 
directly in the house. Slick has worked out comparative costs for household-goods 
shippers which show surface van transportation, consuming 12 to I4 days, costing 
$1,645; and air transportation, requiring four to five days, at $1,370.50. The big 
hidden advantage in air shipment is not the transportation rate, but the cost of 
maintaining a homeless family while the household goods is en route. 


cargo and surface freight were not avail- 
able at presstime. 

Emery Air Freight: Semi-annual div- 
idend, increased from 15¢ to 20¢ per share, 
was paid last month to stockholders of re- 
cord November 30. Cash payments for 1956 
amounted to 35¢ per share as compared 
with 20¢ per share for 1955. A stock divi- 
dend of 2% of the outstanding common 
stock also was paid to stockholders of re- 
cord November 30 . Revenue for the 
month of October, at $1,096,650, was a 
record high. The total was 40% above 
October, 1955 revenue. 


After an absence 
of four years, the 
seventh National Ma- 
terials Handling Ex- 
position will return 
to the East. The 1957 
show will be held at 
Convention Hall, 
Philadelphia, April 
29-May 3. The last 
was held in Chicago 
two years ago. Theme for this year will be: 
Materials Handling, Key to Automation. Ac- 
cording to the exposition management, 
Clapp & Poliak, Inc., over 180 companies 
already have reserved space for exhibits. 
The expected total exceeds 250. 

The Signode Steel Strapping Company, 
Chicago, recently added to its pallet owner- 
ship rights by purchasing the patents relat- 
ing to the paperboard expendable pallets 


ST 
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owned by Materials Handling Laboratories, 
Inc. In 1955, Signode purchased the Addi- 
son-Semms Corporation patents to pallets 
of corrugated board construction. 

Portco Corporation, Portland, Oregon 
has announced manufacture of wooden 
pallets in all sizes and grades, produced at 
a number of locations in the Pacific States 
in order to speed delivery and reduce ship- 
ping costs. The firm is offering Western 
users ready-made pallets cut and assembled 
according to the buyers’ particular require- 
ments, and knock-down pallets. The latter 
are cut to ordered size and shipped in bulk 
packages for assembly after receipt by the 
user. 

John W. McReynolds, director of ma- 
terials handling engineering for the Kraft 
Foods Company and president of the Soci- 
ety of Industrial Packaging & Materials 
Handling Engineers, reports that reserva- 
tions have been received for more than 
one-third of the exhibit space in the Na- 
tional Industrial Packaging & Handling 
Exposition of 1957. The exposition is sched- 
uled to be held October 28-31 in the Atlan- 
tic City Convention Hall. McReynolds 
stated that “the terrific pressure to cut 
overall distribution costs demands precise 
analysis of the interrelationship of protec- 
tive packaging, package handling, and 
transportation.” He pointed out that “to- 
wards this end, visitors to the exposition 
will see the newest equipment, materials 
and methods in action exhibits manned by 
technical personnel.” 


BOOKS 


If you're heading down Mexico-way 
or towards the Caribbean, pick up a 
copy of Lawrence and Sylvia Martin's 
The Standard Guide to Mexico and the 
Caribbean, 1956-57 edition (Funk & 
Wagnalls; 729 pages; $4.95). Covers each 
area thoroughly, leaving little or 
nothing for the traveler to puzzle about. 
Designed for instant reference. es 
Here is the most up-to-date edition of 
MeKay’s Guide to the Far East and the 
Middle East, by Eleanor Cowles Gell- 
horn (David McKay Co., Inc.; 352 pages; 
25.00). Pertinent information for 
travelers to any or all of 13 countries 
of the Far East, and seven countries of 
the Middle East. There's a chapter, too, 
on Hawaii. Each chapter is terse and 
complete, a boon to the busy. You'll 
find it valuable. ...In Lilly de Jongh 
Osborne's Four Keys to El Salwador 
(Funk & Wagnalls; 221 pages; $3.95), 
the reader is introduced to a fascinat- 
ing country, the smallest of the five 
Central American republics. Half-his- 
tory, half-guide, the author provides a 
sorely needed text on the subject of El 
Salvador. Mrs. Osborne has done full 
justice to a fascinating land. 


Ernest Heinkel, world famous more 
as an airplane designer than as an in- 
dustrialist, tells his personal story in 
Stormy Life (EE. P. Dutton & Co., Inc.; 
256 pages; $5.00). Edited by Jurgen 
Thorwald, the biography sweeps over 
a wide canvas, from 1888 to date, tak- 
ing the reader on a fast tour of history, 
politics, war, and private observations 
The man who did so much to build up 
Goering’s Luftwaffe writes: “There is 
a special irony in the fact that though 
Germany was the first country in the 
world to develop jet flight, her efforts 
matured too late. The earlier comple- 
tion of our work, however, would not 
have altered the outcome of the war 
because Germany's position was hope- 
less from 1941 on!... What is it like 
to fly those big air transports? What 
does the pilot do, see, think? You'll get 
a special thrill reading Captain Basil 
L. Rowe's Under My Wings (Bobbs- 
Merrill Co., Inc.; 256 pages; $4.00), an 
autobiography of a famous airline pilot 
and a personal adventure rolled in one. 
. » « Col. Dean E. Hess gave up his 
pulpit in Marietta, Ohio—he was a 
Protestant minister — to become a 
USAF fighter pilot with hundreds of 
missions in World War II and the UN 
action in Korea to his credit His 
never-to-be-forgotten part in Opera- 
tion Kiddy Car—the rescue of thou- 
sands of homeless Korean. children 
from the onrushing Communists—forms 
1 compelling story in his Battle Hymn 
‘McGraw-Hill Book Co.; 246 pages; 
$3.95). By all means, read it. 


is an auto-borne odyssey of smiles, 
from Algiers to Zanzibar. The spirit of 
adventure rides high in Mrs. Ryan, but 
she also has a particular talent for the 
lighter and brighter side of things 
which she translates into the written 
word with charm. In the author's 
hands, Africa springs to new attrac- 
tions. This is a travel story—nearly 
19,000 miles’ worth—you'll truly enjoy 
in John Edwards Caswell writes on 
the United States’ participation in Far 
North exploration and discovery in his 
Arctic Frontiers (University of Okla- 
homa Press; 232 pages; $3.75). Highly 
interesting narrative account of all the 
significant expeditions and their im- 
pact on science. A valuable addition to 
literature on the Arctic. ...A gripping 
story of the conquest of Peru's 21,000- 
foot Mount Huantsan, not unmixed 
with sturdy humor, is told by its Dutch 
conquerors, C. G. Egeler and T. de Booy 
in Challenge of the Andes (David Mc- 
Kay Co., Inc.; 203 pages; $4.50). Not 
only is this a story of adventure and 
achievement—they were accompanied 
by the famous Lionel Terray—but it is 
an account of quiet courage and tense 
determination to battle through to vic- 
tory. You'll thrill to it. 


The American fighting man, rather 
than the operation itself, receives 
primary consideration in S. L. A. Mar- 

(Concluded on Page 34) 
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Cargo Tie-Downs 
General Logistics: The company’s new 
Aeroquip Ropelock is reported to assure 
elimination of the tying and untying of 
troublesome rope knots in cargo tie-down 
and other applications. The Ropelock is 


designed for use with either 34” manila 
or 38” nylon rope. Its flexibility and sim- 
plicity provide a quick, easy method of 
securing almost any type of load, Aeroquip 
claims. Tension on Ropelock is automati- 
cally locked at whatever maximum pull is 
exerted, with no slackening or backlash. 
The load can be instantly released by press- 
ing down on the cam, the only moving 


part. No springs or artificial mechanisms 
are used in the Ropelock as the force ex- 
erted by the rope sets the cam. Strengths 
of 1,000 pounds with nylon or 700 pounds 
with manila rope are obtainable with the 
device. 


Industrial Trucks 


Hyster Co.: Greater power and faster, 
easier operation are announced features of 
the newly announced Hyster 20 Lift Truck, 
Model QC, 2,000-pound capacity on pneu- 
matic tires. Increased versatility is also 
reported with the addition of new optional 
job attachments and LP-Gas installations. 
High torque characteristics and increased 
horsepower is provided by Wisconsin’s new 
four-cylinder aircooled model VH4 engine. 
Improved operating ease and speed result 
from a repositioned instrument panel, im- 
proved upright design and use of constant 
mesh transmission. With dental clutches, 
instead of sliding gears, the constant mesh 


transmission is said to give longer life and 
easier, smoother shifting. UL approved 
LP-Gas equipment is now optional for the 
Hyster 20. LP-Gas operation gives increased 
engine life, longer oil and oil filter life, 
lower fuel costs, lower maintenance costs 
and reduction of exhaust fumes. 

The Hyster 30 “Load-Grab” clamp, with 
greater gripping force, and side-shift car- 
riage are recent additions to the extensive 
number of job attachments now available 
for the Hyster 20. The “Load-Grab” clamp. 
a Hyster development, permits the han- 
dling of loads by hydraulically actuated 


arms, which grip difficult to handle objects 
from the side eliminating palletization. The 
(Concluded on Page 34) 
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To or from: 
l. (a) 


in) 


3. (a) Iran, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan 
(B) Ceylon 
(c) Burma 

4. Australasia, Guam, Samoa 

5 


. (A) Malaya, Thailand, Hongkong and Kowloon, Formosa 
COR eS, PU IN oS 5c occ ccc ardancs ba. o&ncereomaea eobeusres bs 


C—Ordinary Parcel Post, Government Insured Parcel Post, Ordinary Mail (excluding Air Mail) 


Current Net Advisory Rates for War, Strikes, Riots, Etc. Generally in Use in 
American Marine Insurance Markets for Mail & Air Shipments 


(Excluding all Shipments Egypt, Israel, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan or Cyprus, China, Korea, Indo China or Indonesia) 


Subject to withdrawal without notice 


A—Registered Mail, excluding Registered Air Mail and Air Express: 
All securities, including non-negotiables, documents and similar interests—20% of cargo rates with a minimum of 


Currency, including jewelry, precious stones, precious metals, etc., also miscellaneous cargo—l00% of cargo rates. 
B—Registered Air Mail and/or Air Express and/or other shipments by air: Western Hemisphere (excluding 
shipments between points in Continental United States and/or Canada): 


Sendings between points in Western Hemisphere: i ; 
Gold, all securities, including non-negotiables, documents and similar interests......... re 
BE GE MING gg ios nc oes 5 ecco cee Sore ccah COMER RES HN SURES HONG HER a a hee Dat Seba RenaneeNs a6 yan 244% 


United States, Canada, West Indies, Central America, Mexico and South America: 


eee eee ee ee ee ee 


All Securities 


ee mem eee meme eet teeter eres eeeseeee 


ee ee 


British Isles, Eire, Greenland, Iceland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, France, Holland, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, Italy 
(B) Finland, Germany (exc. Berlin), Austria, Trieste 


(c) Czechoslovakia, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Albania, direct 
I a atic. inks sua oem n ite cardio ies SAE a eee a eee 


(p) Greece, Turkey ....... 
. (A) Africa except Egypt... 


Including 

Non-Negotiables, 
Documentsand All Other 
Similar Interests Interests 
Meader. 144% 224% 
od tie ee 2144% 5¢% 
10¢% 20¢% 
te Bes ews, 52 2%¢% 5¢7% 
144% 2144% 
Raa hie ee 3%¢% Tat % 
2%4% 5¢% 
5¢% 10¢% 
pete xen 144% 214% 
ee emai 3%¢% ThAt% 
2%¢% 5¢% 


Cargo Schedule Rate 


Except—United States to from Mexico 244¢%, provided assured agrees to pay reduced rate on all shipments, 
otherwise individual shipments at full cargo schedule rate. 


D—Express—(Excluding Air Express)—Charge Cargo War Risk Schedule Rates. 
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The numbered paragraphs below correspond with the numbers appearing 
in the coupon in this department. To order one or more pieces of literature, 
or other types of materials, at absolutely no charge to you or your firm, 
just encircle the corresponding number in the coupon, fill in the required 
information. and mail it in. Air Transportation will do the rest of the job. 


How to Save Labor Costs with 

Corrugated Boxes, another one of 
those excellent booklets in H&D’s Little 
Packaging Library 


Are you still affixing stamps to 

your correspondence and parcel 
post? We suggest you ask for a copy of 
the illustrated booklet, Still Doing It the 
Hard Way? You'll find it valuable. 


3 Interesting descriptive brochure on 
e American Airlines’ “kangaroo ser- 
vice’—-AA's combination air-surface op- 
eratior which provides air freight trans- 
portation for the long hauls and surface 
transportation for the short hauls. 


4 Brochure describing a new type of 

metal closure device for plywood 
reusable containers, including special air 
cargo containers 


5 Readers concerned with effective 
materials handling may reserve 
without charge the Hyster Company’s new 
10-minute color and sound film on lift 
truck. Included in the film are on-the-job 
scenes filmed at various types of indus- 
tries throughout the country. 


6 Latest membership list of the Cus- 

toms Brokers & Forwarders As- 
coceetten of America, national industry 
»0dcy. 


7 How to Operate a Lift Truck, an in- 
formative 24-page, two-color book- 
let which utilizes the cartoon technique to 


SSS SSS 
- -_ _ 
Set Nt Se ee ee 


RAs 


AIR TRANSPORTATION 
10 Bridge Street, New York 4, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 


Please send the free literature indicated below to the following: 


(= > 
>>> 
>> 


T3247 4 t 4 a 


provide information on lift truck opera- 
tion. Drawings for setting up an obstacle 
course are also included. 


8 Illustrated chart which describes 

the most efficient methods of han- 
dling expendable pallets of wood or non- 
wood construction. Designed for use by 
shipping room and loading dock personnel. 
Includes numerous money-saving instruc- 
tions for loading boxes on pallets, handling 
pallets by fork trucks and hand pallet 
trucks, and both truck and carloading 
methods 


9 New four-page folder illustrating 

ind describing Elwell - Parker's 
Safe-Hite electric-powered 2,000-pound ca- 
pacity fork truck. 


10 BOAC’s Air Cargo Memorandum 
Tariff No. 4, detailing latest trans- 
atlantic general and specific commodity 
rates. Includes such information as _ in- 
surance, valuation charges, COD  ship- 
ments, export documentation, etc. 


29 Information on Elwell-Parker’s new 

10,000-pound capacity electric- 
powered high-lift platform truck, designed 
for rugged handling operations. 


29 Information on a new 250-pound 

tensile strength strapping tape with 
a vinyl plastic backing for package rein- 
forcing, palletizing, unitizing, etc. 


= 


Place a circle around 
each of your selections. 
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Pace 34—Arr TRANSPoRTATION—Air Commerce 


Caravelle Experience 


Based on 1,000 hours of flight experi- 
ence with the Caravelle jet transport, first 
of a dozen ordered by Air France, the 
following are probable future flight sched- 
ules: Oran-Paris, one hour, 58 minutes; 
Casablanca-Paris, two hours, 26 minutes; 
Paris-Lisbon, two hours, eight minutes; 
Paris-Stockholm, two hours, 13 minutes; 
Paris-Nice, one hour, six minutes. The 
Caravelle is manufactured by Sud-Est 
Aviation of France. 


NEW EQUIPMENT 


(Continued from Page 31) 


newly available side-shift carriage side 
shifts entire loads and speeds handling by 
reducing truck maneuvering time. 


Packing Equipment 

Inland Wire Products Co.: The com- 
pany’s new model A midget tying machine 
is designed for firms having eight-weight 
shipments. It is reported to be ideal for 
parcel unitizing on express shipments for 
freight saving, as well as exceptionally 
handy for secure tying of individual pack- 
ages. Meeting U. S. Postal Standards it is 
442” wide by 7” long and weighs only 
24% pounds. Operation is extremely simple, 
requiring only one forward and backward 
move of the handle for a complete tie. 
Uniform, selective tensioning of the wire is 
assured at all times, Inland says. Threading 
of wire is standard with other types of 
heavier and costlier machines. The Model 
A will accommodate wire gauges of 18, 
1815 and 19. 


BOOKS 


(Continued from Page 30) 


shall’'s Perk Chop Hill (William Mor- 
row & Co., Ine.; 315 pages; $5.00). 
Under Marshall's skillful treatment, a 
complete human drama unfolds in this 
pinpoint of Korea in 1953. The men he 
writes about remain real, often awe- 
some in the things they do and the 
things they say. Marshall, as usual, is 
in top form. ... Perhaps the most suc- 
cessful travel book is one that makes 
one want to take off without delay for 
the places described. If that is so, then 
Emily Kimbrough’s Water, Water Every- 
where (Harper & Brothers; 308 pages; 
$3.75) is completely successful. This 
account of a trip to sun-soaked Greece 
with, its glorious ruins, to some of the 
Aegean islands, Yugoslavia and En- 
gland, is a delight. A highly civilized 
and amusing writer, Miss Kimbrough 
has provided a perfect antidote to the 
tensions of the times. American 
artillery saw its first major action at 
Louisbourg, Quebec, in 1745. With that 
as a springboard, Fairfax Downey tells 
the complete story of American artil- 
lery right down to Korea, in Sound of 
the Guns (David McKay & Co., Inc.; 
336 pages; $5.50). It’s a fascinating 
history and an unusual one, more than 
two centuries bridged with the iron 
cannonball at one end of the span and 
the atom cannon at the other. The 
accounts of historic battles are stirring. 


AIRWAYBILL EMPLOYEE 
Well-known New York City air freight 
forwarder will hire a man experienced 
in the cutting of airwaybills. Knowledge 
of a foreign language helpfull but not 
necessary. Excellent opportunity to learn 
the air freight business. Plenty of room 
for advancement. All replies confidential. 
Write: Air Transportation Magazine, 
Dept. D, 10 Bridge Street, New York 4, 
N.Y. 
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To all executives concerned with 


THE COST OF DISTRIBUTION 


We offer a 


review of 


“The Role of Air Freight 


in Physical Distribution’ 


A Study Published by 
The Division of Research of 
The Harvard Business School 


THIS SPECIAL REVIEW COVERS SUCH SUBJECTS AS: 


@ The overall economy 
of air freight 


@ Impact of air freight 
on size of inventory 


@ How air freight is used  @ The effect of air freight 
on the high cost 


of inventory 


@ Who makes the decision 
to use air freight — 
and why 


@ Relationship between/ 
air freight and 
production flow 


@ Warehousing costs 


@ “Total cost concept” 
as applied to air freight 
and distribution 


@ What commodities are 
“air candidates” 


@ Suggestions for analysis 
of your company 
operations 


@ Case Studies 


@ The cost of ownership 
of inventory 


GET YOUR REVIEW...WITHOUT CHARGE 


There is no substitute for a reading of “The Role of 
Air Freight in Physical Distribution.” Every industrial 
executive should have it. This condensed review is 
offered merely as an introduction to this authoritative 
and invaluable study. To get this review, simply fill out 
and mail the coupon below. There is no charge ...no 
obligation whatsoever. SEND FOR YOUR COPY, NOW! 


ee 
+ | Review of 


"The Role 

of Air Freight 

in Physical 
ge 


Emery Air Freight Corp., 801 Second Ave., N. Y. 17, N. Y. 
DEPT. AT-2 

GENTLEMEN: Please forward immediately and without charge my Re- 

view of the Harvard Business School study of ‘“‘The Role of Air Freight 

in Physical Distribution.” 


Name 


Title 


Business Address 


Street & Numb 
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NOW.. FASTEST DAILY” 
TRANSATIANTIC AIRFREIGHT SEABOARD 
SUPER CONSTELLATIONS! 


‘ 


Heavy lifi 


capacity 
(00,090 lbs. — 


Fastest all-cargo 


aboard 
world’s on ly 
. fleet of 
Lockheed 
5 a 

4 Constellation 
lrreighters 


acl 


4 ee te i 


* Monday through Friday 


Cut hours from your delivery schedules. Seaboard Airtraders will fly your freight faster 
than most passengers travel. Only Seaboard offers this daily, super-speed service aboard 
all-cargo Lockheed Super Constellations .. . largest, fastest freighters in the sky. Get your 
freight there first at no extra cost... Fly it Seaboard! Contact your Freight Forwarder, 
Railway Express or call Seaboard’s Airtrader Service. 


Europe - Middle East - Far East 


SEABOARD & WESTERN AIRLINES 


Only Scheduled Transatlantic All-Cargo Airline 
80 Broad Street, New York 4, N.Y. « WHitehall 3-1500 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. « REpublic 7-1430 


Foreign Offices: Amsterdam - Athens - Brussels - Copenhagen ~- Diisseldorf - Frankfurt/Main - Gander - Geneva 
Hamburg - Havana - London - Luxembourg - Madrid - Milan - Nuremberg - Paris - Shannon - Stuttgart + Zurich 
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